
Page 1 of 9 
 

  
MINUTES OF THE HUNTSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Thursday, April 7th, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
Huntsville Town Hall 

 
Town Council: Mayor James A. Truett  

 Council Member Mike Engstrom 
   Council Member Doug Allen  

 Council Member Bill Wangsgard 
 Council Member Bill White 
 Clerk/Recorder, Gail Ahlstrom 

    
Citizens:   Marlin Jensen  Gina Myrberg  Dave Booth 
  Nicholas Froerer Ruston McKay Ron Gault 
  Brian Cornell  Steve Waldrip  Ross Mertlich 
  Artie Powell  Vickie McKinney 
 
Mayor Truett called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. There was a full quorum 
present tonight.  
 
The pledge was led by Gina Myrberg. 
 
Opening Ceremony was led by Marlin Jensen. 
 
Citizen Comments: 
There was none. 
 
Presentation by Marlin Jensen: Unified Park District: 
Marlin Jensen thanked the Council for allowing him to take up some of their time. Marlin 
introduced Nicholas Froerer who is the chairman for the Eden Park District, Steve Waldrip who 
owns property adjacent to the Liberty Park, and Ross Mertlich who is the chairman of the 
Liberty Park District. Marlin gave some background about an idea that has been incubating for 
some time. The idea is to take the existing park districts, Eden and Liberty and a potential park, 
which is a 7 acre parcel on the east side of Trapper’s Loop, which is owned by the Holding 
family. In Snow Basin’s development agreement with Weber County they have dedicated the 7 
acres for a future park. 
 
For about a year there has been some planning, under direction of Janet Muir. There is potential 
for another park in the valley. He is here tonight to inform the Council and see if they would like 
the Huntsville Park to become part of Unified Valley Wide Park District. In the 1980’s, when 
Marlin was in the Stake Presidency,  they saw the time come when what had once been church 
owned parks in Eden, Liberty, and Huntsville, had now become community parks. So, with 
consent of Presiding Church Office, the Stake Presidency cooperated in creating a Special 
Service District for the Liberty & Eden Parks.  
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Memories are faint and county records are sparse, so they aren’t sure how these parks became 
demarcated. More than half of the valley doesn’t belong to a park district. The unincorporated 
Huntsville areas don’t participate in any park district. The Eden and Liberty parks gave 
functioned under direction of a board that is appointed by the Weber County Commissioners. 
The Liberty District is allowed to levy a percentage of a mill tax and is able to raise money that 
way. Eden’s approach is different and they impose a tax per house each year. About a year ago, 
they became aware that a developer had under option, the old Liberty church lot which is 2.5 
acres, owned by a developer who was getting approval for a strip mall for this corner in Liberty. 
A group of people known as The Friends of the Park rallied and put together a fund raising 
campaign and raised $565,000, which is the amount the developer had in that land for its 
purchase and development. The Friends of the Park purchased the property from the developer. 
The Liberty Park that was 3 acres, now has 2 ½ acres more.  
 
It was during this process that they started looking at the feasibility of doing something as a 
united valley, which has never been accomplished before in the history of the Ogden Valley in 
regards to sewer, water, or parks. It looks like there could be some advantages in creating a 
Unified Park District. IF it makes sense to the council, they would like Huntsville to participate 
with them. Marlin turned the time over Steve Waldrip, who presented a power point.  
 
Steve mentioned that currently there are two park districts and one Town in the valley. Liberty 
has 757 homes; Eden has 1,586 homes, and Huntsville 256 homes. The greater Huntsville area 
isn’t in any park district. There is 7 acre park slated on the right side of Trapper’s Loop. The 
county can take title of this property at any time, but they haven’t because then they would have 
to develop it.  
 
Both the Eden & Liberty parks are a Special Service District established by WC with volunteer 
boards. Revenue and expenses are overseen by the state. They are state entities, the counties 
involvement is primarily to collect the taxes and appoint board members. There are three very 
different taxing structures for the parks, and there are quite a few people who aren’t paying any 
taxes on the parks. The parks are being used by residents from the entire valley.   
 
They have looked at a couple of options moving forward. Option 1: is to create a third park 
district to encompass the new park. Or Option 2, which is what they are proposing, is to combine 
all the parks into one Ogden Valley Park District including Huntsville. The new district would 
have to decide on a uniform tax approach either a mil levy or a flat tax. There would be 
representation from each area of the valley. The park revenues would be combined and shared 
between the parks. The park board could oversee grants and capital expenditures. Each park 
could be managed by a local committee that reports to the valley parks board.  
 
The advantage to separate park districts is that residents have ownership of their park, which fits 
the historical model of community separation. People don’t have to talk to each other or work 
together. The advantages of combining the park districts are that all valley resident and property 
owners pay equally to support the parks. There is uniform administration of parks, landscaping, 
insurance, and maintenance. There would be additional revenue to support all parks equally in 
the valley. There is a potential to collect user fees. There is a significant amount of events being 
held in the valley without much donation back to the parks. 
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CM White asked how difficult it would be to annex additional land into a unified park district. It 
is a two-step process; Steve mentioned that they recently met with an attorney with the Utah 
Association of Service Districts. They are a quasi-public body; they are the support for legal and 
park districts. The park district is an entity with its own taxing rate. The committees in place for 
each park would decide what is allowed in their park, and can set the fees.  
 
Mayor Truett remarked that the GEM Committee came to the Council a few years ago with a 
similar presentation, but the way they presented things Huntsville would have lost control of its 
park. The Council was not in favor of this. The first step in the process would be to join the 
existing two park districts into one. Then the County Commissioners would instigate an 
annexation procedure for another park district. There will be an opt out time with a threshold; if 
10% of registered voters who voted in the last gubernatorial election opt out, then it would to go 
an election. There are requirements for public hearings because a tax fee would be instituted. 
After the hearing people will have 30 days to register their opposition.  
 
CM White clarified that there is approximately a billion dollars of untaxed land outside of any 
park district, all using valley parks, so by creating one large park district this will double the 
revenue the parks would receive, that way anyone who uses the park will help pay for it. The 
answer was yes. CM Engstrom asked about the revenue, right now Eden and Liberty Parks are 
bringing in about $30,000. If we assume Huntsville is receiving the same amount of $30,000, 
and you add a fourth park, then what’s the point of changing things? The park board would set 
the levy amount. Steve replied that adding the unincorporated Huntsville area in would take the 
numbers up, but there would also be an increase in operation costs. Mayor Truett asked about the 
fees brought in from the Huntsville Park, would they roll back into our park, or would it be split 
between the other four parks? Steve replied that the money would go into the park district but 
each park would have a committee who would decide the needs of each park. Money could be 
spent between the different parks.  
 
CM Allen said he would like to discuss this more in a work session setting. CM Allen asked if 
these men and the other two park board members would be willing to meet and discuss this 
further. Marlin replied they would be willing to have another meeting. The Mayor agreed. 
 
CERT presentation: 
Mayor Truett reported that the old CERT container was rusted out and full of mice. The Town 
asked residents for contributions to go towards purchasing a new CERT trailer. The Town raised 
$2,000 in donations, and the Town matched this amount up to $5,000. The Mayor reported that 
he picked up the trailer today. This trailer belongs to the town and will be filled with 
emergencies supplies. The trailer will work great because it can be transported to different 
locations if needed. Shelves will be built inside to accommodate storage bins that will be labeled.  
 
Vickie McKinney said she is the chairman for CERT in the Ogden Valley. Through donations 
from the Town, donations raised for CERT through the CFOV, and funds donated to CERT from 
the Huntsville Marathon, the CERT organization will use some of these funds to outfit this trailer 
for Huntsville. With these funds, they were also able to put up a new CERT shed in the Wolf 
Creek area. They have already put all the necessary items in the Wolf Creek shed. 



Page 4 of 9 
 

She met with the Fire Departments to have them look at the containers to see what has been 
done. CERT will purchase locks that will all have the same combinations so the firemen can 
have access all the CERT sheds. Vickie brought a search and rescue back packs, which were 
purchased with the money that was raised. These packs will go out with CERT trained members 
in pairs, as they go out to check homes.  There will be 8-10 rescue packs in the Huntsville trailer; 
they are full of anything you could possibly need when going out to check on people during a 
disaster. The inventory will include picks, shovels, cribbing, tables, chairs, and first aid supplies.  
 
Motion to adjourn Regular Council meeting to hold Public Hearings: 
CM White made a motion to adjourn the regular council meeting to hold the public hearings. CM 
Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye.  
 
Public Hearing on Ordinance to Re-zone petition of property owned by Eco Designs LLC,  
from Residential-1 to Commercial-1: (Property located at 498 S. 7700 E.)(See Attach. 1, 2, &3) 
CM Engstrom said the Council has already held the public hearing on this rezone petition. This 
public hearing is to adopt the Ordinance allowing the rezone. The Booths were asked to come 
back with a written Concept Development Plan and a letter from Summer Day at the Health 
Department saying the proposed septic is feasible. Dave Booth has turned in both of these 
documents. The letter from the health department reads “Anticipated ground water tables not to 
exceed 42 inches, fall within the range of acceptability for the utilization of a Conventional 
Wastewater System as a means of wastewater disposal.” CM Engstrom said this sentence seems 
to indicate that this is feasible. Dave said the property has already been perked. CM Engstrom 
isn’t too concerned because the property will be held to W.C. standards. The Council has 
received the Concept Development Plan that was asked for, it addresses building specs, finishes, 
framing, roofing material, side area, and 52% will be landscaped & 14% will be actual buildings 
& 34% will be sidewalks, roads, and parking. It addresses landscaping, parking, engineer site 
plans, and CC&R’s which the Council hasn’t seen yet. Dave said the CC&R’s are almost 
complete. CM White said this is everything the council has asked for. The meeting was opened 
for public comment. There was none. 
 
Public Hearing on proposed Ordinance, General Penalties: Title 20: to set fines for code 
violation: (See Attach. #4) Mayor Truett explained that the Council held a work session tonight 
at 6:00 p.m. to go through this ordinance and made three changes on page 2. 1) Title 11: 
Cemetery Violations: Violations of Title 11 relating to damage or abuse of the town cemetery 
and related violations shall be a class B misdemeanor with a fine not to exceed $1,500 per 
violation. 2) Title 12: Parking and Overnight Camping Violations. Parking and camping 
violations shall be an infraction punishable by a fine not to exceed $100. 3) Title 14: Traffic 
Code Violations and Violation of Toll Road. Any traffic violation not governed by the Utah 
Code shall be an infraction punishable by a fine not to exceed $100. Violations of the toll road 
shall be an infraction punishable by a fine not to exceed $100. The meeting was opened to public 
comment. There was none. 
 
Motion to adjourn the Public Hearings and re-convene to the Regular Council Meeting: 
CM Allen made a motion to adjourn the public hearings and re-convene to the regular council 
meeting. CM Engstrom seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. 
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*Mayor Truett: 
Discussion and/or action on proposed Ordinance, Adopting Title 20 of the Huntsville Town 
Code Prescribing Fines and Penalties for Code Violations: (See Attachment #4) 
Mayor Truett read the proposed Ordinance adopting Title 20: General Penalties, an ordinance of 
the Huntsville Town Code prescribing fines and penalties for code violations. Fees will be set as 
follows and are “not to exceed”: Title 1: Animal Regulation Violations: $250 per violation. Title 
2: Nuisance: $1,000 per violation. Violation of Title 3: Building Codes, Title 4 Building Land 
Use Permit, and Title 13 Fire Code: $1,000 per violation. Title 5: Business License violations: 
$500 per violation. Title 8: Usage of Town Property Violations: $500 per violation. Title 9: 
Garbage and Title 10 Culinary Water Violations: $500 per violation. Title 11: Cemetery 
Violations: $1,500 per violation. Title 12: Parking and Overnight Camping Violations: $100. 
Title 14: Traffic Code violations and Violation of Toll Road: $100. Title 15: Land Use 
Violations: $1,000 per violation. Title 16: Streets and Rights of Way Violations: $250. Title 17: 
Excavation Violations: $1,000. Title 41: Off-Highway Vehicle Laws and Rule Violations: $50. 
CM Engstrom made a motion to adopt Title 20: General Penalties, to set fines and penalties 
for code violations, as presented. CM White seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  
 

Roll Call: Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White  Yea 
CM Allen   Yea  CM Engstrom  Yea 
CM Wangsgard  Yea 

Department Reports: 
Mayor Truett stated that there has been a movement by the Sheriff’s Department and the County 
Commissioners in regards to no overnight camping on Pineview. They would like to implement 
a curfew from 10:00 pm to 6:00 am. That will help cut down on noise, partying and trash. Mayor 
Truett is happy about this and feels confident that it will happen.   
 
Mayor Truett reported that the Town is getting a $5,000 donation for the fireworks from Zion’s 
Bank again this year. Ramona called and asked if the Council would like to spend an additional 
$515 to enhance the firework finale with 50 additional shots. CM White remarked that the 
fireworks have been spectacular in the past. CM Engstrom made a motion to approve the 
additional expense of $515 to enhance the firework finale. The Motion died.  
 

Roll Call: Mayor Truett  Abstained CM White  Nay 
   CM Allen   Nay  CM Engstrom  Yea 
   CM Wangsgard  Nay 
 
CM White read the proposed Official Proclamation to support Senior Corps Week. (See 
Attachment #5) Older Americans bring a lifetime of skill and experience that can be tapped to 
meet the challenges in our communities; and each year Senior Corps provides opportunities for 
nearly 330,000 older Americans across the nation, including 488 volunteers in Weber County; 
and Senior Corps volunteers last year provided more than 82 million hours of service. Mayor 
Truett said this proclamation is an opportunity to thank Senior Corps volunteers for their service 
and recognize their positive impact and value to our communities and nation. All the 
communities in Weber County are adopting it.  CM Engstrom made a motion to adopt the 
Official Proclamation to support Senior Corp Week. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye.  
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Roll Call: Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White  Yea 
CM Allen   Yea  CM Engstrom  Yea 
CM Wangsgard  Yea 

 
*Councilmember Engstrom:  
Discussion and/or action on proposed Ordinance to re-zone property owned by Eco Designs, 
LLC, from Residential-1 Zone to Commercial-1 Zone. (Dave Booth property located at 498 S. 
7700 E. (See Attachment #3) CM Engstrom reported that the Council has received the additional 
requested information from the Dave Booth. The public hearing has been held, the PC was in 
favor of the rezone. CM Engstrom read the proposed Ordinance No. 2016-04-07-01. CM White 
made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2016-04-07-01: An Ordinance of Huntsville Town, 
Weber County, Re-zoning property located at 498 S. 7700 E. from Residential-1 Zone to 
Commercial-1 Zone. CM Enstrom seconded. Mayor Truett asked the Dave what his next step 
will be. Dave replied they will start the infrastructure and clear the property. CM Engstrom 
brought up a discussion from a year ago concerning the fence on the northern boundary; there 
was some dispute as to whether the fence needed to be moved 30’ to the north. The existing 
fence is 30’ into Dave’s property. Dave has agreed to leave the fence in place. CM Allen 
commented that the residents are so fortunate to have the level of professionalism on the PC and 
the way CM Engstrom handles difficult issues. There was a call on the motion. Motion passed.  
 

Roll Call: Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White  Yea 
CM Allen   Yea  CM Engstrom  Yea 
CM Wangsgard  Yea 
 

Discussion and/or action on proposed Resolution 2016-04-07 to set fees for a Conditional Use 
Permit: (See Attachment #6) CM Engstrom read from proposed Resolution 2016-04-07 to 
establish Conditional Use Permit Application Fees. The conditional use permit application fee 
will be set at $250. A conditional use permit is a permit to do what is currently conditionally 
allowed, which means there could be some conditions set. Ron mentioned that almost all of the 
businesses Dave has mentioned are listed in the Allowable Uses Table under conditional use, so 
he will need to turn in a conditional use application. After the permit is turned in, Dave will work 
with the PC on how the development will look. CM Engstrom made a motion to adopt the 
Resolution 2016-04-07 as presented. Mayor Truett seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  
 
Roll Call: Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White  Yea 

CM Allen   Yea  CM Engstrom  Yea 
CM Wangsgard  Yea 

 
Department Reports: 
CM Engstrom reported on the last PC meeting held March 24th. Will Lewis asked to place a sign 
for his business, Lewis Tree Services, on his residential lot. Currently the only signage allowed 
for residential is a 1’X 2’ sign. The PC felt that an exception should be made for him because his 
home is on Hwy 39. Bill Morris was asked to revise the current sign ordinance to allow for this 
exception. Mr. Morris will also clean up the sign ordinance verbiage. The PC reviewed a land 
use permit from CM Allen on behalf of the Town, for a building at the cemetery. It was 
determined that the placement of the building met all setback requirements.  
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The PC discussed additions and enlargements to a building on a non-conforming lot again. The 
standards were modified to say if there is any structural change to a roof, outside walls, 
foundation, or bearing walls, the entire structure must be brought into compliance with the zone 
it is located. Nothing has been finalized yet. Bill Morris updated the PC that any amendments to 
Title 15 are done by public hearing through the PC not the TC. The PC is the gatekeeper for 
Land Use.  
 
*Council Member Wangsgard: 
Discussion on Town Clean-Up Day: 
CM Wangsgard passed out a list of ideas for projects for the Town Clean-up scheduled for May 7 
@ 8:00 a.m. He met with Greg Roylance, Wayne Hadley, and Gary Probasco to come up with list 
of projects.  
 
Department Reports: 
Mayor Truett stated that there is about $20,000 in 4th of July fund. The Mayor thought it would 
be a good idea to purchase additional aluminum bleachers; they are light weight and can be 
moved easily.  
 
CM Wangsgard reported that the Water Works Board meeting is scheduled for April 12th at 7:00 
p.m. at the Town Hall.  
 
On Wednesday May 4th @ 12:00, Pat, who runs the senior lunch at the library has asked if the 
Council would be willing to service the lunch to help celebrate Mother’s Day.  
 
CM Wangsgard reported that there is an Ogden Valley Development meeting on April 12th. They 
will be discussing transportation and commercial development.  
 
CM Engstrom added that on April 28th at 6:00 p.m. There will be an Ogden Canyon 
Transportation Open House at the ATK center in the canyon. They will be discussing the new 
possible alignment of the canyon, with hiking and biking trails. This is Stage Two of their study 
of the Ogden Canyon. UDOT is in charge of this.  
 
*Council Member Allen: 
Department Reports: 
CM Allen said he is frustrated with the process of obtaining a building permit for the new 
cemetery shed. He is still waiting for the permit; the county wants engineering drawings before 
they will issue it. CM Allen said he has heard from other residents about their frustrations with 
the county building officials. CM Allen said Dave Booth is very experience builder, Dave 
thought he would have all the necessary qualifications to be a building inspector for the Town. 
Dave was going to speak with Craig Browne at the County to see what that would entail. CM 
Allen would like the town to get its own building inspector. One problem with the permit was 
that there is no physical address for the cemetery.  
 
CM Allen mentioned that the building at the cemetery is going over budget. When he looked at 
the building site, he budgeted $4,000 for gravel and fill that would be needed. 
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CM Allen has since realized that there is a 30” drop off; getting the ground prepped has taken 
three times the gravel than he anticipated. CM Allen estimated that the cost of the building, with 
the cement flooring will be closer to $40,000. Mayor Truett recommended checking with Linda 
Laws to find the extra funds. The building will be done right and will be really nice.  
 
CM Allen reported on the UTA Transportation Committee he set up, there hasn’t been any 
interest from the residents. He held a bunch of meetings and had flyers distributed, but it looks 
like this project is not going to be worthwhile. CM White said this speaks well of our 
community, people are already taking care of each other. 
 
CM Allen read an article in a magazine about a municipality that was having animal problems. 
This town spent a lot of money addressing beaver problems. CM Allen said Huntsville has a big 
raccoon problem. He asked the Council if he could buy traps for raccoons. He will store them at 
his house, loan the traps out and keep track of them.  
 
*Council Member White:  
Department Reports: 
CM White reported that he was getting ready to start burning at the landfill and he asked Gary 
Probasco to coordinate with the Fire Department, and when he did he was told that the laws have 
changed and municipalities cannot burn anything at a landfill anymore. If you do, a big fine will 
be imposed. CM White said there are three choices: 1) burn anyway and hope we don’t get 
caught. 2) The Town could buy a chipper shredder, which will be very expensive, at least 
$20,000. Or 3) close the landfill. None of these options are great. CM White asked the Council to 
think about these options for a couple of weeks. CM Allen said the town needs to increase the 
landfill fees. CM Engstrom remarked that the Town is subsidizing something that is beyond the 
Town’s ability to manage. Even if the yard waste is mulched we still need to deal with all the 
mulch. CM Allen mentioned there might be another option; last year Will Lewis offered to take 
over the management of the landfill. CM White said he spoke with Will and he has decided he 
doesn’t have the time to do it anymore. Will did however, offered to take care of chipping and 
hauling off what is there for $10,000. That’s just to take care of what is there now, you can see 
the Town has a big problem. The Town is losing a significant amount of money by keeping the 
landfill open. The landfill will be open for this spring. 
 
Citizens Comments: 
There was none.  
 
Council Presentations: 
There was none. 
 
Approval of Town Council Minutes for meeting held March 17th, 2016: 
CM Allen made a motion to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held March 17th, 
2016, as prepared. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  
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Approval of Work Session Minutes for meeting held March 17th, 2016: 
CM Allen made a motion to approve the Work Session minutes for meeting held March 17th, as 
prepared. CM White seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  
 
Approval of Town Council Minutes for meeting held March 22nd, 2016: 
CM Wangsgard made a motion to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held March 
22nd, 2016, as prepared. CM Engstrom seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  
 
Approval of Bills for February, 2016:  
CM Engstrom made a motion to approve the bills for February, 2016, as prepared.  CM White 
seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. Bills were approved. 
 
Mayor Truett mentioned that all items on the agenda have been addressed. CM White made a 
motion to adjourn. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
_____________________________    ____________________________ 
Gail Ahlstrom, Clerk/Recorder    James A. Truett, Mayor 


