
Page 1 of 6 
 

MINUTES OF THE HUNTSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Thursday, January 21st, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 

Huntsville Town Hall 
 

Town Council: Mayor James A. Truett 
Council Member Mike Engstrom  
Council Member Bill White 

   Council Member Doug Allen  
 Council Member Bill Wangsgard 
 Clerk/Recorder Gail Ahlstrom 
 Commissioner Chair Ron Gault 

 
 
Citizens: Chris Stevenson Rex Harris  Bruce Williams (Zions Bank) 
  Jamie Williams Jack Davis  Jeanette Cornell 
  Bonnie Hyde  Jeff Hyde  Dakota Hyde 
  Curtis Hyde  Angel Truett  Jennifer Sorensen 
  Lt. Jason Talbot Brian Cornell  Doug Wilson 
  Angela Arroyo Michelle Robinson Dave Robinson 
  Santos Arroyo  Sgt. Matt Jensen 
 
 
Mayor Truett called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. There is a full quorum 
present.  
 
The pledge was led by Jamie Williams. 
 
Opening Ceremony was led by Rex Harris.  
  
Mayor Truett said the Town lost a great man today. Jerald Engstrom passed away this morning. 
Jerald served as the Town’s attorney for many years. He was a hard worker and did a lot of 
wonderful things for this Town. The Council bowed their heads in silence for 30 seconds in 
honor of Jerald Engstrom.  
 
Citizen Comments: 
Brian Cornell presented to the Council, letters that he has received from Tyke Richardson, Mike 
& Nate Zeleznick, Pam & David Lee, David Ferrell, Glen & Janet Thompson, who are all 
opposed to the proposed development on the old school property. (See Attachments #1)  
 
Jennifer Sorensen: Presentation: 
Jennifer Sorensen said she is here tonight to represent her family, who has owned property 
adjacent to the Huntsville Town Square for five generations. They are heavily vested in the 
success and long term viability of what will be done with the property. Like many old timers 
Jennifer loves the peace and quiet of the rural town.  
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If it was up to her, it would be turned into horse pasture. She does however, understand the 
inevitability of change. She gets the issues involved. She also gets all of the Town government 
loves Huntsville. You have been elected to do your job in everyone’s best interest and she 
appreciates all your efforts. Sometimes we can’t see the forest for the trees. Jennifer wants to 
take a minute to look down the road to the future, to the big picture. A future vision that she 
hopes will make sense of all changes to come. At the end of her presentation she will turn time 
over to her father so hopefully the Town can avoid a referendum so project can move forward.  
 
Jennifer would like to look at the town property with a different perspective. She has been an art 
teacher for many years. She would like to look at the entire land piece as a work of art in 
progress, which it is. If she can’t have horse property, there is no one else she would rather see 
work on the property than the Hyde’s. The Hyde’s are upstanding and honest, they have done 
right by Huntsville and they are artists. One of the basic principles of design for any art piece is 
called center of interest or focal point. This is the unifying element of the work it communicates 
the purpose and meaning. It gets your attention first. So, looking at community design, the town 
has already placed a nice maintenance shed, and a soccer field. Soon restaurants and shops will 
be added. These are the secondary and supportive elements of the whole design, because that’s 
not what Huntsville is about. What is missing is the focal point, the unifying element, the 
message of the work. The message coming from all of us is the love of Huntsville. To complete 
the painting, she is suggesting something that is not a new idea, but she is putting a different spin 
on it. The focal point for the future is a structure which embodies our love of Huntsville. You 
might call it a Town Hall but it is much more than that. It would be more like a treasure box of 
what we love about our Town. The Hyde’s can do their magic and create their development 
which incorporates architecture elements that are reminiscent of old buildings that were once on 
that property. It would house the history library, acknowledge that Huntsville had the first school 
teacher in the state, it would house a museum, and it would be another place for meetings, 
gatherings, and weddings. Future students could take field trips to visit the museum and eat 
boxed lunches on the beautiful grounds. Jennifer knows everyone is thinking money; she has 
some ideas and resources that she will personally look into and report back on her findings. 
Jennifer thanked the Council for listening to her vision of a central and unifying place which says 
what the town is really about where we can honor what we are trying to preserve.  
 
Jack Davis said he has been interested in this property since before the school was built, not torn 
down. Jack sustains, agrees, and supports everything that Jennifer just said. At this point, we 
need to look at the Hyde development on Lot 3. There are things on Lot 3 that the Town is 
concerned about. Jack said if the Town lets Jeff get away, there could be something a lot worse. 
Jack said the big element in the referendum is the residential component. If the town could set 
Jeff up without condos, and have Jennifer’s concept of the Town Hall that would take care of the 
west corner of the block. The financing for the town hall needs to be explored in more depth. 
Jack would like to use the example of the original state capital in Fillmore Utah. Jack likes the 
Gardner’s Village concept.  Jack recommending keep Jeff Hyde if possible, but take away the 
condos, keep the retail, use Gardner’s Village as an idea with multiple businesses. Jack 
suggested discounting the price of the land so Jeff can do the development without the 
residential. If Jeff doesn’t want to do this then Jack feels he should pay full market price on the 
lot. Jack said with these changes the people pursuing the referendum might reconsider.  
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Chris Stevenson asked if Jack is suggesting no condos on top of the retail units. Jack replied that 
the Town would give the property to Jeff and he would have to get clients to rent businesses to 
pay the rent. The Town Hall would have no connection with Lot 3; it would be a separate 
project.  
 
Council Member Reports:  
*Mayor Truett:  
Discussion and/or action to adopt a Resolution amending that certain Lease Purchase 
Agreement dated Oct. 7th, 2011, (the “Lease”) between Huntsville Town and Zion’s First 
National Bank in the amount of $235,000 pertaining to the purchase of the Old Valley 
Elementary School property (land only), modifying the initial legal description of the Leased 
Property to reflect the correct legal description of the Leased Property: (Bruce Williams) 
Bruce Williams said he is the Vice President at Zion’s Bank Public Finance. Back in 2011, the 
Town entered into a Lease to purchase the property being discussed tonight. At that time Zion’s 
Bank had a lean on the property until the financing is complete. When this lean, so there was 
collateral, it encumbered the entire 5.3 acres. A request has come from the Town to modify this 
lease so it encumbers Lot 4, a 1.2 acre parcel surrounding the town shops. This resolution will re-
convey the lean on all the other property. The Bank is agreeable to do this. If the Resolution 
presented tonight is approved it will amended the lease and property description that is held as 
collateral against the lease. Bruce recommended that the Council signs this modified 
lease/purchase agreement as presented. CM Allen made a motion to adopt the Resolution to 
amend the lease/purchase agreement with Zion’s Bank. CM White seconded. All votes aye. 
Motion passed. (See Attachment #2) 
 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Yea 
CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 
CM Wangsgard Yea 

 
Discussion and/or action on proposed Ordinance 2016-02 (21-1): Development Agreement for 
Lot #3 on the Huntsville Town Square as a new SDP Overlay Zone for the Bonnie & Hyde Inc. 
Mixed-Use Retail project: CM Engstrom made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2016-02(21-1).  
CM Allen seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. (See Attachment #3) 
 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Yea 
CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 
CM Wangsgard Yea 

 
Discussion and/or action on contract with Bill Morris for Attorney services: (See Attachment #4) 
Mayor Truett reported that Jerald Engstrom worked as an attorney for the town for many years 
and was still helping the town until recently. Jenna Holt was added as the new town attorney but 
has moved to New York City. Mayor Truett mentioned that he, CM White, and Gail Ahlstrom 
sat down with Attorney Bill Morris. Bill is an attorney for Marriot/Slaterville, Washington 
Terrace, and Harrisville. His background is city government. This is the type of attorney the 
Town needs. Bill understands the ordinances and has offered to help get them updated to state 
code. Recently the town has been using the League’s attorney and it has been very expensive, in 
comparison, Bill Morris’ fees are very reasonable. CM White said Bill Morris is very qualified to 
help the Town, he has reviewed the service contract and it is straight forward.  
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CM White made a motion to approve the contract with Bill Morris for his attorney services 
and authorize the Mayor to sign the contract. CM Allen seconded. All votes aye. Motion 
passed. (See Attachment #4) 
 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Yea 
CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 
CM Wangsgard Yea 

 
Town Council Department Assignments: (See Attachment #5)   
Mayor Truett read through the Council Member Assignments for the 2016 year. Mayor Truett: 
general admin, financial, personnel, legal, public safety, WACOG rep., WACOG co-chair WC 
Sheriff Dept. liaison, Fire District board member treasurer, and 4th of July team member, 
Huntsville Marathon board member, special projects/Monastery liaison, town event coordinator, 
and UTA liaison. CM Allen: Huntsville Waterworks board liaison, military liaison, 4th of July 
team member, excavation permit/utilities/blue stakes, town shop organizer town building 
facilities/crew manager, truck & equipment maintenance director, culinary water 
department/infrastructure, road department, snow removal, land use permit inspector, and Mayor 
Pro Tempe’. CM White: newsletter/public relations, town web site, Forest Service liaison, 4th of 
July team member, cemetery department/Memorial Day liaison, TV translator liaison, WC art 
council liaison, tree committee rep., culinary water depart. admin. /legal, and landfill depart. CM 
Wangsgard: mosquito abatement board, parks depart., sports & rec. department, emergency 
preparedness CERT coordinator, Ogden Valley Pathways liaison, 4th of Jul y Team member, ice 
rink coordinator, animal control liaison, animal shelter liaison, town clean-up, and history 
department. CM Engstrom: town building official, building permits depart., business licenses, 
planning commission liaison, ordinance enforcement, zoning & ordinances, 4th of July team 
member, and Huntsville Marathon liaison. CM White made a motion to approve the Council 
assignments. CM Engstrom seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. CM Engstrom excused 
himself from the resto of the meeting. 
 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Yea 
CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 
CM Wangsgard Yea 

 
Appointment to the Planning Commission: 
This item was tabled. 
 
Adoption of proposed Ordinance 2016-01-21-2: To establish 2016 Town Council Meeting 
Schedule: (See Attachment #6) CM White made a motion to adopt ordinance 2016-01-21-2 
as presented, with Council meetings to be held on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. CM Wangsgard second. All votes aye. Motion passed.  
 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Yea 
CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 
CM Wangsgard Yea 
 

 



Page 5 of 6 
 

Department Reports: 
Lt. Talbot introduced Sgt. Matt Jensen, who patrols the Ogden Valley. Sgt. Jensen has been 
patrolling for 9 years, and has been with the sheriff’s office for 16 years. Mayor Truett sent a 
letter to expressing his appreciation for Lt. Talbot. Mayor Truett welcomed Sgt. Jensen. 
 
*Council Member Wangsgard: 
Department Reports: 
CM Wangsgard reported that he attended the Rural Water Conference today and it was really 
interesting. It primarily addressed secondary water.   
 
CM Wangsgard reported that there has been really good help at the ice rink. The rink was 
plowed and sprayed today. The ice rink is very popular. CM Wangsgard put up a donation box, 
to help with expenses with the ice rink. The Town has received $118 in donation donations so 
far. CM Wangsgard will put up a sign to give more details about the donation. Greg Farley helps 
and encourages people to donate.  
 
CM Wangsgard reported that he met with the Animal Control Office that patrols the valley.  
 
*Council Member Allen: 
Huntsville Special Transportation: 
CM Allen thanked Jennifer and Jack for their presentation, it’s the first time he can remember 
that someone has come in with a complaint and volunteered to help. CM Allen met with UDOT 
representatives this week, about the Proposition 1, quality of life tax. When the taxes are 
collected some of the funds will be given to the transit authority. The Town was asked and 
chosen to participate in a pilot program in Huntsville, because it’s easier to organize something 
when you are a municipality. They are looking for ideas about bus routes, transportation for the 
elderly, or ride share programs. CM Allen volunteered to put together a committee to explore 
some options and hold some focus meetings. UDOT is asking for input and help with what the 
citizens might want. Their main concern was about getting elderly or handicapped people to the 
grocery store or doctor appointments, or students to Weber High if they miss the bus. CM Allen 
will round up committee member to do some brain storming. He has already met with the 
American Legion, and the bishops from Huntsville 1st and 2nd Wards. He is looking for 
volunteers to sit on this committee.  
 
Department Reports: 
CM Allen reported that he has spoken with contractor Bob Hansen about the shed for the 
cemetery. They are looking toward construction in the spring for a 36’ by 36’ shed for the 
cemetery.  
 
*Council Member White:  
Department Reports: 
CM White said the Council has discussed the Gardner’s village a great deal, and the idea of a 
new Town Hall on the old school property. About two years ago, Jeff Holt suggested this exact 
idea, that the town replicates the original capital building in Fillmore, Utah. Jeff Holt had a 
chance to get a grant from a board he sat on and he spoke with CM White about whether the 
grant application should be for a town hall or the more pressing need to improve the Town’s 
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water system. The decision was made that the water was more important. The town hall idea is 
still alive and the Council would be very receptive of this, but it always comes back to the 
money. There is room for a town hall in the center of the school property. The town hall would 
tie the block together, with heritage, civic pride, love of Huntsville. 
  
*Council Member Engstrom:  
Department Reports: 
CM Engstrom left the meeting early.  
 
Approval of Town Council minutes for meeting held January 7th, 2016: 
CM Wangsgard made a motion to approve the minutes for TC meeting held January 7th, 2016, as 
prepared. CM White seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  
 
Council Member Presentations: 
Mayor Truett reported that there is a vacancy on the Planning Commission, and the Mayor 
reached out to someone about filling this position, but he hasn’t heard back from them yet. 
Mayor Truett re-appointed Ron Gault as the Planning Commission Chairman, Karen Klein, 
Sandy Hunter, and Rex Harris as Planning Commission Members, and Brent Ahlstrom as the 
alternate.  
 
Mayor Truett also thanked Jennifer and Jack for bringing ideas or solutions to the meeting 
instead of complaints. The Council has been talking about tying this block together with the 
village concept and a new town hall.  
 
Citizen Comments:  
Doug Wilson said there are two citizens, one who has passed away and the other is still with us 
who both performed maintenance for the Town.  Doug said they did everything at a minimum 
salary. Vern Bronson worked for the Town for 20 years and when he passed away, Steve 
Johnson did a sketch of him. Doug approached another artist to see if he would do a sketch for 
Preston Jackson who worked for 15 years. Doug asked Fawn Bronson’s girls for a copy of the 
picture, and they gave one to him.  After a long wait, Doug had his grandson sketch a likeness of 
Preston. Doug wondered if the Council would be amenable to hang both of these pictures in the 
Town Hall.  
 
Mayor Truett mentioned that all items on the agenda have been addressed.  
 
CM White made a motion to adjourn. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
_____________________________    ____________________________ 
Gail Ahlstrom, Clerk/Recorder    James A. Truett, Mayor 
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