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MINUTES OF THE HUNTSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Thursday, June 2
nd

, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 

Huntsville Town Hall 

 

Town Council: Mayor James A. Truett 

   Council Member   

 Council Member Bill Wangsgard 

 Council Member Doug Allen  

   Attorney Bill Morris 

   Ramona Clapperton/Recording  

   Linda Laws/Treasurer 

 

Excused:   Council Member Bill White 

Clerk/Recorder Gail Ahlstrom 

 

Citizens:  Ruston McKay Artie Powell  Julie Powell 

   Lt. Jason Talbot 

 

  

Mayor Truett called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. There is a quorum 

present.  

 

The pledge was led by Lt. Jason Talbot. 

 

Opening Ceremony was led by CM Engstrom. 

 

  

Motion to adjourn the Regular Council Meeting to hold the Public Hearings: 

CM Engstrom made a motion to adjourn the regular council meeting to hold the public 

hearings. CM Allen seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. 

 

Discussion and/or action on proposed Nuisance Ordinance for Yards that are a Nuisance: 

(See Attachment #1) CM Engstrom wanted to clarify that this Ordinance is directed at 

anyone who isn’t maintaining their property; it is not directed at second home owners. Mayor 

Truett said there is an empty lot across the street from Mack DeVries that has Dyers Woad 

that is at least 3 feet high. This ordinance could be directed at absentee home owners or a 

homeowner who is not maintaining their landscaping. In the past the town has notified the 

property owner that there was a problem and they could make arrangements to get the 

property mowed or the town would mow it and then send them a bill. Right now there is no 

penalty associated with this procedure. Mayor Truett would like to see the Council adopt an 

ordinance that has penalties set so people are held responsible.  
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Most of the people in violation are unaware that they are. These unattended properties 

become an eyesore for those who live here. The Council isn’t trying to single anyone out, but 

there needs to be a due process in place. Mayor Truett asked Linda Laws what the town’s 

debt to ratio is for mowing the lots in violation of the nuisance ordinance. Linda replied 75%, 

most people are pretty good, but a couple have refused to pay their bill. The town needs to 

have a legal mechanism in place that follows state statute. Attorney Bill Morris commented 

that he took the town’s current nuisance ordinance and brought it up to the current state code 

and referenced the state code in the proposed nuisance ordinance. This allows the town to 

follow then enabling act that allows the town to go onto someone’s property for the purpose 

of enforcement. There is good cause for nuisance ordinances, there have been instances 

where a resident doesn’t water, and weeds grow and become combustible, making it a major 

health and safety issue for the surrounding neighbors. Other issues are rodents, raccoons, and 

all sorts of vermin that take over where overgrowth takes place.  

 

This updated ordinance will allow the town go to in and cite the findings, send a letter, and if 

the problem isn’t fixed, they get a citation or certificate of non-compliance and then the town 

can hire someone to clean up the property and add the bill to their taxes so the town can get 

reimbursed for the services, so the taxpayers in the town aren’t subsidizing the yard 

maintenance of someone who isn’t being responsible. Ruston McKay is concerned about 

fields, will the town take into consideration that they will be cut for alfalfa and such. Bill 

stated that yards are defined as area around a home. There will be no landscaping in a field of 

alfalfa. This would also require that the town property is also cleaned up, the town can’t be 

selective on who they enforce the ordinance on. Ruston mentioned that during the summer 

the alleyways are not maintained. Mayor Truett stated that this ordinance relates to yards not 

alleys. CM Allen said he has an empty lot that he lets yaks graze in, those types of lots 

should be exempt. CM Allen said the term noxious weeds should be used as opposed to 

weeds and alfalfa. The biggest violator of noxious weeds is the State Roads and the Forest 

Service.  

 

CM Engstrom said the first step will be to mail the violators a letter, if they plan to graze 

animals they can call the town and let us know. For the violators who ignore the letter and it 

becomes a safety and public health hazard, that’s a different story. This ordinance gives the 

town the vehicle to enforce the nuisance ordinance. 

 

Motion to close the Public Hearings and re-convene to the Regular Council Meeting: 

CM Engstrom made a motion to close the public hearings and re-convene to the regular 

council meeting. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. 

 

Discussion and/or action on proposed Nuisance Ordinance for Yards that are a Nuisance: 

Attorney Bill Morris read the proposed changes to Title 2.2.2.A.10: “Yard or Landscaping 

that results in the accumulation of excessive vegetation or yard waste on property, including 

but not limited to, vegetation or landscaping that is un-watered or unmaintained so that it 

becomes dry or combustible. The failure to properly mow or cut any lawn with grass and/or 

weeds growing in excess of six (6) inches in height. This chapter does not apply to bona fide 

agricultural uses, roadways, or federal or state lands.”  
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CM Engstrom made a motion to adopt the updated Title 2: Nuisance Ordinance as 

edited by Attorney Bill Morris. Changes were made to Title 2.2.A.10: Public Nuisances 

Declared, and Title 2.3: Inspection and Cleaning Procedure. CM Allen seconded. All 

votes aye. Motion passed.  

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Excused 

CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 

CM Wangsgard Yea 

 

Motion to adjourn the Regular Council Meeting to hold the Public Hearings: 

Mayor Truett made a motion to adjourn the regular council meeting to hold the public 

hearings. CM Engstrom seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. 

 

Public Hearing on proposed amended Budget for 2015-2016 Fiscal Year: (See Attachment 

#2) Linda Laws the Town’s Treasurer remarked that the Council does a proposed budget at 

this time every year, and at the end of the fiscal year the Council amends the budget, any 

changes to the budget needs to take place before the budget becomes final, and that is what 

the auditors use to base their audit on. The budget includes “prior year actual revenue” these 

figures are taken from the auditor’s report for the fiscal year ending June 2015. There is a 

“current year estimate” which is the column from the proposed budget. The “approved 

budget appropriation” this is the final budget, this is what the town hopes to spend and bring 

in.  

 

Linda continued to review the amended budget. Linda reported that property taxes & sales 

and use taxes have stayed stagnate at $20,000. Business licensing and permits have also 

remained the same at $4,000. Parks and public property includes the fees of $6,000 which the 

town takes in from activities in the park. The cemetery funds are from the sale of cemetery 

plots only at $7,000. Fines and forfeitures came to $6,000 most of this comes from traffic and 

parking tickets that are processed through Uintah City. The B&C Road Funds are holding 

steady at $40,000. In the miscellaneous revenue there is a $99,000 line item which was the 

amount of the sale of lot #3 to Jeff Hyde, minus the $1,000 in closing costs. Mayor Truett 

reported that this $99,000 went back onto the loan on the school property. The revenue from 

the toll fees from AL&L came to $84,000. Linda reported that there was a transfer of funds, 

$4,100 from the 4
th

 of July fund to help with the purchase of the CERT trailer. Under the 

administrative section the town spent $108,320. The audit cost the town $15,750 this past 

year. The town ended up spending $15,000 in legal fees. Mayor Truett said the Council was 

consulting with a high priced lawyer in Salt Lake about a multitude of issues this past year, 

having Attorney Bill Morris will help cut these expenses down substantially.  

 

This year the Sheriff’s Department fee went down from $52,800 to $48,000, however, this 

fee will increase again next year. Animal Control is staying about the same at $3,500. 

Emergency services (CERT) has a capital outlay of $6,600 to purchase the CERT trailer.  

The landfill brought in $3,000. Under highway and public improvements covers the town 

shops, equipment, supplies, maintenance, and road repairs. Linda increased expenses for the 

park; there are some improvements that need to be done in the playground area. 
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The cemetery fund was increased to cover the cost of repairing the roads in the cemetery. 

Total revenue was $487,430. Linda continued to explain the proposed budget. Under Debt 

Service there is a line item for the loan with Zion’s Bank on the school property. The annual 

payment on this loan is $21,000 the $99,000 from the sale of Lot #3, was added to this 

amount for a payment on the loan of $120,000. Expenditures for this fiscal year ending 2016 

will be $487,350. CM Allen asked about the expenditure for the maintenance on the 

cemetery roads, this expense isn’t coming out of the cemetery fund. Linda replied that the 

cemetery roads are not part of the road system, the B&C Road Funds can’t be used for those 

streets. So, she used funds from the marathon to cover these expenses. CM Allen would like 

to look into the possibility of including the cemetery roads in the town’s 9.63 miles of town 

roads for an increase of B&C road funds. Under the Capital Project revenue; the Town 

received $45,000 from the Huntsville Marathon, contributions from the Community 

Foundation of Ogden Valley and from Weber Pathways, to the town to help pay for the kiosk 

by the new soccer field. The town received a municipal RAMP grant for $5,000 which will 

also go towards the kiosk. Total Revenue was $79,350. Under Capital Project expenditures; 

$14,000 for the kiosk trailhead, $35,000 will go towards the town building at the cemetery, 

and $10,000 for a maintenance truck. Total expenditures were $69,700. The Enterprise Fund 

or Water Fund; Charges for services were $280,000.  

 

Linda explained that the town is holding its own with the water fund as far as what is taken in 

in revenue, except for accounting for depreciation on the equipment and facility. The council 

should look at raising water rates again. Mayor Truett said Linda has been talking to Zion’s 

Bank about refinancing the treatment plant bonds at a lower interest rate. If things work out 

the way they are thinking, the town could possibly save up to $100,000 in interest. Linda 

pointed out a net loss of $422,500 the reason for this is that the town received the CIB grant 

money in the previous year and that had to be accounted for, all the expenses occurred this 

year.  

 

Public Hearing on proposed Budget for 2016-2017 Fiscal Year: (See Attachment #3)  

Linda reviewed the proposed budget for 2016-2017 year revenues. Linda said the basic 

revenues will stay the same. The B&C Road Fund will stay the same. The beginning general 

fund balance is projected at $44,500. The total projected revenue is $396,500. Linda 

decreased the amount of legal fees. The Sheriff Department fees will go up to $53,000. Linda 

budgeted $3,000 to build shelves in the CERT trailer. Linda budgeted $60,000 in the repair 

and maintenance section for road repair. Wages and payroll stays the same. Cemetery funds 

were lowered because the roads shouldn’t need maintenance this year. The total projected 

expenditures for next year are $396,500. Linda is anticipating a transfer of $25,000 from the 

general account to help with capital projects. Linda budgeted $30,000 to build new 

bathrooms by the playground area. In the Capital Outlay section $18,000 was budgeted for 

new street lights around the park. The total expenditures for capital projects are $53,000. The 

water fund revenue and operating expenses will stay about the same. Impact fees that are 

collected have to be spent; these fees have been used to pay down the water bonds. Linda 

reported that this coming year the town will receive two CDBG grants in the amount of 

$250,000, the town’s matching funds will be $55,000. The town will be expending the last of 

the CIB grant money of approximately $300,000.  
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Mayor Truett thanked Linda for the outstanding job she has done with the budget. The Town 

has never been in such great financial shape, with proceeds from the CIB and CDBG grants, 

the marathon, donations, and the toll booth fees. The town had a loan of $325,000 three years 

ago and it has been paid down to $75,000. The main concern is that the water fund is not 

bringing in enough money to cover depreciation, it is not supporting itself. Water rates will 

need to be raised in the near future.  

 

Public Hearing on proposed Ordinance 2016-06-02: To set Parking Fines: (See Attachment 

#4) Mayor Truett mentioned that the Council held a work session earlier tonight about this 

matter. The town was currently charging $25.00 for a parking ticket; this will be raised to 

$50. Mayor Truett and CM Wangsgard met with Judge Lambert, two prosecutors, and 

determined that the fee was too low. Andrea Dangerfield will be the new ordinance 

enforcement officer and she will begin writing traffic tickets to help backup the sheriff’s 

department. The new fee for parking tickets will be $50 if paid 5-14 days after issuance of 

the citation, and if paid 15 days after issuance of the citation the fine will be $80 plus 

administrative fees. Lt Talbot suggested adding verbiage that says “contact with the court 

within 14 days”; they only hold court every two weeks. Lt Talbot read from the county’s 

citation form; contact with the court needs to be made not less than 5 days nor more than 14 

days after issuance of the citation. If contact is made with the court within 5-15 days after 

issuance of the citation.  

 

Motion to close the Public Hearings and re-convene to the Regular Council Meeting: 

Mayor Truett made a motion to close the public hearings and re-convene to the regular 

council meeting. CM Engstrom seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. 

 

Sheriff Department Report: 

Lt. Talbot reported that things have been very busy in the valley since the temperature has 

warmed up. There were 50-60 car burglaries around the lake, windows were smashed and 

credit cards were taken. There were two suspects which they were able to arrest. There was a 

suicide and a homicide last week. Lt. Talbot doesn’t think things will slow down. They have 

plans to step up enforcement around the lake this year, including having the gang unit comes 

up to patrol the beaches. The problems aren’t with the locals it’s with all the visitors. Lt. 

Talbot reported that Ragnar is scheduled for June 17. Mayor Truett thanked Lt. Talbot for the 

report; he has been a great support to the council. Lt. Talbot asked if he could schedule a time 

with the Council for a closed door session to discuss security. This meeting was scheduled 

for July 7 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Council Member Reports:  
*Mayor Truett:  

Discussion and/or action on amended Budget for 2015-2016 Fiscal Year: (See Attachment #2) 

CM Engstrom made a motion to accept the amended budget for fiscal year 2015-2016 

as presented. CM Allen. All votes aye. Motion passed.   

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Excused 

CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 

   CM Wangsgard Yea 
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Discussion and/or action on proposed Budget for 2016-2017 Fiscal Year: (See Attach. #3) 

CM Engstrom made a motion to accept the proposed budget for fiscal year 2016-2017 

as presented. CM Allen seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Excused 

CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 

CM Wangsgard Yea 

 

Discussion and/or action on Grand Marshall for the 4
th

 of July: 

Mayor Truett asked the Council Members to start thinking of possible candidates for the 4
th

 

of July’s Grand Marshals. 

 

Discussion and/or action on adoption of Ordinance to set Parking Fines: (See Attach. #4) 

Mayor Truett made a motion to adopt Ordinance Number 2016-06-02: An ordinance to 

establish a fee to be levied when it is necessary to ticket or tow a car due to parking 

violations. “The violation of this Ordinance shall be an infraction punishable by a fine 

schedule explained below and/or the vehicle towed or impounded at the owner’s 

expense. The court must be contacted not less than 5 days nor more than 14 days of 

issuance of the citation: the fine will be set at $50. If the court is contacted later than 15 

days of issuance of the citation: the fine will be set at $80, plus administrative fee (bench 

warrant). CM Allen seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Excused 

CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 

CM Wangsgard Yea 

 

Discussion and/or action on proposed Moratorium on Conditional Use Permits: 

Department reports: (See Attachment #5) Mayor Truett commented that there are some uses 

listed in the Allowable Use Table that he is questioning. Mayor Truett made a motion to 

adopt Resolution 2016-06-02, placing a 6-month moratorium on conditional use 

permits. CM Engstrom seconded. The Mayor said there are some uses listed in the 

commercial zone that are questionable and he would like to work with the Planning 

Commission in a work session and review those uses. All votes aye. Motion passed.  

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Excused 

CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 

CM Wangsgard Yea 

 

Discussion and/or action on proposed amendments to the Nuisance Ordinance:  

(See Attach #1) CM Allen commented that most of the lots that are of concern are not tied to 

a yard, they are pastures. CM Engstrom thought this ordinance was trying to address the out 

of control yards in town and didn’t specify pastures. Agricultural uses will be overlooked. 

CM Engstrom made a motion to adopt the amendments to the Nuisance Ordinance to 

include the changes made by Attorney Bill Morris, including the addition of 2.2.A.10: 

Yards and Landscaping, as discussed previously. CM Allen seconded. All votes aye. 

Motion passed. 
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Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Excused 

CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 

CM Wangsgard Yea 

 

Department Reports: 

Mayor Truett mentioned that last year he included in the Capital Projects a line item to spend 

some of that money before June 30
th

. The Mayor would like to get approval to expend funds 

to purchase a truck for the maintenance crew to use. Right now they use their own vehicles 

and purchase the gas to do all the errands and jobs for the town. Mayor Truett made a 

motion to spend up to $10,000 from the Capital Project Fund to purchase a truck for 

the town, for the maintenance crew to use when working for the town, instead of using 

their personal vehicles. CM Wangsgard replied that this would be great. The Mayor spoke 

with Wayne Hadley and Gary Probasco to work together on this. The funds are available and 

the council agreed that this would be a wise expenditure. CM Engstrom said there ought to 

be some guidelines in place for the usage of the truck. CM Engstrom seconded. All votes 

aye. Motion passed.  

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Excused 

CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 

CM Wangsgard Yea 

 

*Council Member Engstrom:  

Department Reports: 

CM Engstrom reported that he met with Star Primm, she has taken over the duties of the 4
th

 

of July and will serve as the town’s event coordinator, and she should do a great job.  

 

CM Engstrom reported that the Planning Commission is still reviewing Title 15.17: 

Nonconforming and Noncomplying Uses. 

 

*Council Member Wangsgard: 

Department Reports: 

CM Wangsgard reported that he is working on repairs to the playground. The slide needs to 

be replaced and he finally found one that looks like it will work. When the restrooms were 

cleaned during the Town clean-up day they realized that all the doors in the men’s stalls have 

been broken and won’t shut. CM Wangsgard mentioned that they are still looking for 

aluminum bleachers.  

 

*Council Member Allen: 

Department Reports: 

CM Allen asked if there has been any progress made in regards to the Town hiring its own 

building inspector. Mayor Truett replied no. CM Allen stated that he is still waiting on the 

County for a building permit; all the drawings and application have been turned in about two 

months ago. CM Allen said he assumed that pole bars didn’t require a building permit, and 

that’s why he chose that type of a barn for the shed at the cemetery, but that’s not true they 

need building permits just like all other structures. 
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Citizen Comments: 

Ruston McKay asked about the new kiosk trailhead on the corner of 7500 E. 200 S. He 

assumes it is owned by the County. Mayor Truett replied that the town owns it. The Town 

worked in conjunction with Weber Pathways and RAMP to help pay for some of the 

materials. CM Allen said he donated time helping build the kiosk.  

 

Approval of Work Session minutes for meeting held April 19
th

, 2016: 

CM Engstrom made a motion to approve the minutes for Work Session meeting held April 

19
th

, 2016, as prepared. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  

 

Approval of Town Council minutes for meeting held May 5
th

, 2016: 

This item was tabled.  

 

Approval of Town Council minutes for meeting held May 19
th

, 2016: 

CM Wangsgard made a motion to approve the minutes for TC meeting held May 19
th

, 2016, 

as prepared. CM Engstrom seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  

 

Mayor Truett mentioned that all items on the agenda have been addressed.  

 

CM Allen made a motion to adjourn. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye.  

 

  

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________   ____________________________ 

Gail Ahlstrom, Clerk/Recorder    James A. Truett, Mayor 

 

 

 

  


