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MINUTES OF THE HUNTSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Thursday, March 3rd, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 

Huntsville Town Hall 

 

Town Council: Mayor James A. Truett 

Council Member Mike Engstrom  

Council Member Bill White 

   Council Member Doug Allen  

 Council Member Bill Wangsgard 

 Clerk/Recorder Gail Ahlstrom 

 Commissioner Chair Ron Gault 

    

 

Citizens:  Ruston McKay Artie Powell   Julie Powell  

 

 

Mayor Truett called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. There is a full quorum 

present.  

 

The pledge was led by Julie Powell. 

 

Opening Ceremony was led by CM Engstrom.  

 
Council Member Reports:  

*Mayor Truett:  

Discussion and/or action on proposed Resolution for W.C. Pre-Disaster Mitigation: 

(See Attachment #1):  The County has prepared the resolution for each city in the county to 

adopt. Mayor Truett read through the proposed Resolution for W.C. Pre-Disaster Mitigation 

Plan. CM Engstrom asked if this commits the town in any way. Mayor Truett thought it was 

just a resolution of support.  CM Engstrom didn’t feel comfortable making a motion on this 

resolution until he has more time to review it. There were a couple of typing errors that also 

need to be corrected. CM White made a motion to table this item and place it on the TC 

agenda for March 17th. CM Engstrom seconded. All votes aye.  

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Yea 

CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Yea 

CM Wangsgard Yea 

 

*Council Member White:  

Department Reports: 

CM White reported that the Water Committee is in the process of sending out bids for the 

exploratory wells. In addition to that they decided they would accept alternate proposals 

which would allow bids for a production well using cable tool well drilling process which is 

cheaper. The Town might be able to get a production well for 50% more than a test well, 

which would be a bonus for the town. 
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The RFP will be going out in the next couple of weeks. The hope is to start construction this 

summer. CM White reported that there were some cost overruns on the pipe installation at 

the Monastery. He spoke with Father Brenden and he has agreed to pay all the overage costs 

on the incidentals contributed to by the Monks not knowing where their sewer and electrical 

lines were. They originally agreed to pay an additional $27, 000 because the bid was higher 

than expected and new they have agreed to pay another $12,000. All cost attributed to them, 

they have agreed to pay. 

 

CM Engstrom said a couple of weeks ago there was discussion about the contractor and 

engineers over charging. CM White replied that Scott Richardson, Richard Bay, and Abe 

Wangsgard went through all the incurred costs. They gathered hard costs on parts and 

supplies, and there were some issues about the hours charged. Scott and Richard have set up 

another meeting with the contract to address these cost overruns. Scott and Richard have also 

set up another meeting with the Stantec Engineers on other issues. Abe Wangsgard felt that 

the route that Stantec designed was inferior because it crossed the creek twice. Richard Bay 

defended the engineers.  CM White disagreed; the reasoning the Stantec Engineers gave 

didn’t make sense. They said the Monks requested the line went there, but the engineers 

accepted the path knowing it wasn’t the best path.  

 

CM White stated that the engineering contract was put out to bid and Stantec was one of the 

firms that was qualified and brought the most expertise to the table. Richard’s position was 

that the design parameters were reasonable and executed property. Richard did supply an 

email trail that showed that the Water Committee did sign off on this design. CM White said 

the town expected the engineers would tell us if there was a problem with the design. They 

did reduce some cost overruns by $4,500 for the Monastery. For the cost overruns for the 

Town there will be a subsequent meeting to discuss these. The engineers have also eaten up a 

lot of the grant money with their fees. The Mayor mailed Stantec a letter asking them to 

cease work on remaining action items listed in the contract, and informed them that the Town 

wants to focus the remaining money on drilling a test/production well.  

 

Landfill Update: 

CM White mentioned that people are bringing material to the landfill and the only thing the 

town can do with it is burn it. This initiates complaints from the neighbors. CM Allen had 

gone to some effort to find a different proposal on how to deal with all the yard waste. He 

reached out to Will Lewis, who owns a tree business. Will gave the town a bid to chip all the 

material on site and removing the stumps at a 35% discount on his normal rate, for 

manpower and equipment Will estimated it would take him 100 hour at $100 an hour. CM 

White told Will that this wouldn’t work for the town. CM White asked what the plan is going 

forward, if the town can’t burn. The town could purchase its own chipper, put up with 

complaints, or discontinue the use of the landfill. CM Allen said running a chipper is very 

dangerous. 

 

CM Allen said there is going to be a time when the town won’t be able to burn anymore due 

to air quality. CM Allen recommended burning everything we can and then start a new 

program. Gary Probasco has been segregating the material; the piles are in a more burnable 

position.  
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CM Engstrom asked if the town could burn just one year’s worth of debris would it be less of 

a problem to the neighbors. CM White said at this time there is no cost affective or safe 

alternative. If the town purchases a chipper it is a dangerous machine to run, and even if the 

material is chipped up it isn’t gone. There is still a large pile of mulch at the landfill. CM 

Engstrom said the citizens appreciate this service. The landfill is not a profit center, the town 

is subsidizing yard disposal. CM White will look at the cost of a chipper and plan to burn this 

spring. CM White asked about the operating times, the Council agreed to have the landfill 

open on Saturday’s only from 9:00 am to 2:00 p.m. The landfill will open after Memorial 

Day. It costs $100 a day to keep an employee there on Saturday.  

 

*Council Member Engstrom:  

Department Reports: 

CM Engstrom reported Greg Stuart and Tom Freeman came to the last PC meeting. A “Stop 

Work Order” was placed on their home a couple months ago, because they didn’t obtain a 

building permit prior to construction. Greg Stuart shared their building plans with the PC and 

received a Land Use Permit. They also went to the County to pull their building permit. The 

PC also discussed how to better handle building permits.  

 

Set date for public hearing on rezone of property owned by Dave Booth, located at 7700 E. 

500 S. from Residential-1 to Commercial-1.: (See Attachments #2) CM  

Engstrom reported that Dave Booth, who owns approximately 4 acres of property, north of 

the Post Office has presented a rezone petition and a sketch of a proposed development to the 

PC. Dave came very prepared, and is the process of completing the CC&R’s and has met all 

the requirements to request a rezone from residential to commercial for that entire property. 

The PC did recommend a rezone of this property.  The next step will be to hold a public 

hearing.  

 

Dave’s hopes are to have a bank in the SE corner of the property, and a grocery store that 

would specialize in health foods. Dave intends to subdivide the property in such a way that 

he maintains ownership of the grounds but sells the footprint of each business property. 

There will be an HOA to manage the property and CC&R’s. Dave has already been to the 

W.C. Health Department and got preliminary approvals from them. The PC asked Dave to 

provide a letter of feasibility for the septic. Dave was going to send the PC a copy of the 

CC&R’s for review. If the council wants to move forward and barring any problems, Dave 

would like to move forward with construction this spring. The barn will have a large open 

area on the main floor for dance, yoga, martial arts classes, and there will be office space on 

the second floor. At this time the only approval is to set a public hearing for the rezone of the 

property. The conceptual plan that Dave has presented would be tied to that approval. If the 

property is rezoned and Dave pulled out, the town would have the ability to revert the zoning. 

The entrance on 500 S. will be further west from the post office and another exit will be on 

7700 E. 

 

CM White said he remembered discussing with Dave Booth that the Town Government 

trusts Dave Booth to do a great project, but there is always the possibility that the property 

could end up in someone else’s hands.  
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CM White suggested that there needs to be a Development Agreement (DA) that would 

provide the parameters, maximums, and materials of what can be done on the property are 

specified. If the property went into foreclosure, the property couldn’t sell to a developer the 

town doesn’t want. This would provide some protection for the town. The rezone should be 

conditional on a short DA.  The Town Government needs to protect the Town in the unlikely 

event that this property falls out of Dave’s hands. CM Engstrom said the conceptual plan 

does this. The ordinances say if the development does not occur as proposed at the time of 

zoning approval and the public benefit expected from the development cannot be realized 

and if the effect of the rezone is therefore without merit in terms of improving the public 

economic prosperity, general welfare and safety, of the residents. If in such case Huntsville 

Town finds that the rezoning purposes have not been attained, Huntsville Town can revert 

the zoning back to its former zoning. CM Engstrom made a motion to schedule a public 

hearing to address the rezone petition from Eco Design LLC, for March 17th. CM White 

seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Yea 

CM Engstrom   Yea  CM Allen Yea 

CM Wangsgard Yea 

 

*Council Member Wangsgard: 

Department Reports: 

CM Wangsgard reported that the ice rink was wonderful this year, but because of the 

temperature it is closed now. There are a lot of volunteer who work on the ice rink and CM 

Wangsgard would like to do something to thank them for their efforts.   

 

CM Wangsgard reported that he attended the Animal Control meeting. The Town’s share of 

the bill is $983. They picked up 8 dogs last year, 5 were returned to their owners.  

 

CM Wangsgard mentioned that the playground equipment needs some repairs. He will report 

back on specifics at the next meeting.  

 

*Council Member Allen: 
Department Reports: 

CM Allen stated that in the last TC meeting the Council approved an expenditure of $3,500 

for a sander rack. Wayne Hadley thought that price was high and found another one for less 

money.  

 

CM Allen passed out a flyer for the Transportation Mobility Council. (See Attachment #3) 

When we voted last fall there was a proposition on the ballot for a transportation tax, which 

passed. UTA wants to use some of this money to organize transportation to meet some of the 

transportation needs for seniors, persons with disabilities or others who have no access to 

transportation. Flyers will be passed out at the churches, grocery stores, and published in the 

Valley Newspaper. They are hoping to start a pilot voucher program soon. Because 

Huntsville is the only organized municipality, Huntsville would need to be the administrator 

of the program in the Ogden Valley. CM Allen is hoping vouchers could be handed out and 

turned in at the Town Hall and then forwarded to Weber Human Services for reimbursement.  
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Council Member Presentations: 

Mayor Truett said he has an appointment with Caitlin Gochnour, who is running for Weber 

County Commission for 3:00 on March 8th if any of the council would like to attend.  

 

Gail Ahlstrom stated that the referendum petitions are due to be turned in on March 7th, she will 

go to the County Election’s Office to pick up the results. 

 

 

Approval of Town Council minutes for meeting held February 18th, 2016: 

CM Allen made a motion to approve the minutes for TC meeting held February 18th, 2016, as 

prepared. CM White seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  

 

Approval of Bills for January, 2016: 

CM Engstrom made a motion to approve the Bills for January, 2016, as prepared. CM White   

seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  

 

Citizen Comments: 

There were none.  

 

Mayor Truett mentioned that all items on the agenda have been addressed.  

 

CM Engstrom made a motion to adjourn. CM White seconded. All votes aye.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

 

 

_____________________________    ____________________________ 

Gail Ahlstrom, Clerk/Recorder    James A. Truett, Mayor 

 

 

 

  


