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MINUTES OF THE HUNTSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Thursday, May 5
th

, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 

Huntsville Town Hall 

 

Town Council: Mayor Pro Tempe Doug Allen  

Council Member Bill White  

 Council Member Bill Wangsgard 

 Clerk/Recorder Gail Ahlstrom 

 

Excused:  Mayor James A. Truett 

Council Member Mike Engstrom 

 

Citizens:  Liz Poulter  Jan Rollo     Wayne Rollo 

   Artie Powell  Kenton Peterson    Det. Vandenberg/WCSO 

   Lt. Talbot/WCSO Dept. Maylan/WCSO    Sgt. Arrowsmith/WCSO 

  

 

Mayor Pro Tempe Allen called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. There is a 

quorum present.  

 

The pledge was led by Mayor Pro Tempe Allen. 

 

Opening Ceremony was led by Artie Powell. 

  

 

Weber County Sheriff’s Office Gang Force Presentation: 

Mayor Pro Tempe Allen explained that the Weber County Sheriff’s Office has a joint unit called 

the Ogden Metro Gang Force and they are going to share a presentation on gang activity with the 

Council tonight. Mayor Pro Tempe Allen thanked them for coming and turned the time over to 

Detective Vandenberg from the gang unit. Det. Vandenberg wanted to share some of the unique 

things that they face on a daily basis and the uniqueness of Huntsville and how they will be 

helping the Town out this summer. The Ogden Metro Task Force responds to and assists any 

investigation involving gang related material within Weber County. They maintain and update a 

county wide gang member list. Their overall goal is to establish and maintain the atmosphere that 

prohibits gang activity and eradicate gang culture. The task force has six officers and one 

sergeant. The types of cases the task force handles are: forgery, arson, fraud, aggravated assault, 

homicides, narcotics, and criminal mischief. A gang is identified by definition; three or more 

individuals acting together and who associate with the same symbol, sign, or belief structure who 

engage in criminal activity. 

 

When this task force was started there were 2200 gang members in the files. They did an audit of 

these files using Federal guidelines and were able to trim this list down to 800. The gang files are 

important because criminal charges can be enhanced if they can tie the person to a gang. Most 

gang members have a moniker that they go by and this is added to their file. 
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Some of the most active local gangs they deal with are the Ogden Trece’s, Nortenos, and 

Surenos. Det. Vandenberg went over the gang symbols, signs, and colors. Ogden Trece’s are a 

multi-generational gang and use the number 13 and CCL. They have five major sects: the 

meatballs, goon squads, knuckleheads, CCL’s, or Ece’s group. The Trece’s colors are blue & 

black. They have tattoos of an O with a crown above it, KOAS, or Ogden Raptors. They have 

been involved with shootings, stolen vehicles, drugs, fire arms, and stabbings. Their gang 

identifying tattoos are: X3, 13, an equal sign with three dots on top, CCL, and 8013.  

 

There has been more violence and gang activity because the gang force lost its injunction about a 

year ago. The gang injunction gave them a lot more teeth and more ways to fight gang activity. 

The injunction didn’t allow different gangs to meet at public gathering places and imposed an 

11:00 pm curfew. The task force is hoping to get the injunction reinstated as soon as possible. 

 

The Nortenos are a Hispanic gang, they are a prison gang. Their color is red. The Nortenos and 

Surenos are rival gangs. The Nortenos are a more organized gang with a hierarchy. Some of the 

tattoos and symbols they use are: XVI, Huelga bird, 14, Aztec Warrior, 801, and the North Star.  

The Surenos color is blue. Most of their gang members are from California. Their identifying 

tattoos and signs are: 666, 18, XV111, SUR, or South Side. The Surenos are the largest gang in 

W.C. They operate as street thugs for the Mexican mafia in California. 

 

Det. Vandenberg also reviewed smaller gangs such White Supremacy and Soldier Aryan Culture 

which basically started in the prison system. Their signs and tattoos are: Nazi signs, lighting 

bolts, iron cross, HH, and swastika. They generally get involved with fraud, drugs, and ID theft.  

There is a Crip gang in Roy that uses the signs: 827 and TCS. This gang is small but violent and 

recruits young. The task force generally sees gangs from SLC coming to Huntsville. The task 

force has never done any gang suppression in the Ogden Valley, but this year they are planning 

on doing some suppression days and undercover work on the beaches. They plan to further 

enforce the laws and to make gang members feel uncomfortable in the Ogden Valley.  

 

Lt. Talbot remarked that they came up tonight so that the citizens will know what to look for. 

When they see a gang member present they should let the sheriff’s office know. The task force is 

an amazing resource to have. Any time there is a gang gathering there are always problems. The 

Deputies walk the beach areas on a daily basis during the summer looking for gang activity. 

Every weekend the population of a small city ends up at The Point. The sheriff’s office and the 

task force work together really well. You would think in a small town you wouldn’t have to 

worry about stuff like this, but you do. Mayor Pro Tempe Allen thanked the task force for 

coming up to educate the Council and the citizens.  

 

Motion to close Regular Council Meeting to hold Public Hearing: 

CM White made a motion to close the regular Council meeting to hold the public hearing. CM    

Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. 

 

ROLL:  Liz Poulter  Jan Rollo     Wayne Rollo 

   Artie Powell  Kenton Peterson 
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Public Hearing on Project determined to be applied for in the CDBG Small Cities Program in 

Program Year 2016:  Mayor Pro Tempe Allen opened the second public hearing for the CDBG 

program. Mayor Pro Tempe Allen stated that this hearing was called to allow all citizens to 

provide input concerning the project that was awarded under the 2016 Community Development 

Block Grant Program. Huntsville Town has amended its Capital Investment Plan and decided to 

apply for funds on behalf of the Well Drilling Project, and the replacement of the main 

transmission water line. Mayor Pro Tempe Allen introduced Gail Ahlstrom as the Project 

Manager for these projects. Mayor Pro Tempe Allen explained that the application was 

successful in the regional rating and ranking process and Huntsville Town was awarded 

$250,000.00. With this money the town will be able to replace the main culinary water 

transmission line that runs from Hwy 39 by Jefferson Hunt Campground, north to 700 S. and 

drill a production well on the SE bench by the Monastery and the Town’s Treatment Plant. 

Mayor Pro Tempe Allen asked if there were any public comments, questions or concerns from 

the audience. Mayor Pro Tempe Allen stated that there are copies of the Capital Investment Plan 

available if anyone would like a copy.  

 

Liz Poulter commented that this is the first time she has heard that the town is going to drill a 

well. She asked if this was for increased demand or is the town changing its source.  

 

CM White explained that under state law a town the size of Huntsville is supposed to have a 

redundant water source in case ours becomes contaminated or is diminished in quantity. The 

Town gets all of its water from one source, a spring above the Monastery. The town government 

is trying to secure a redundant source. Even a mild tremor could alter the course of the springs 

and the town could be out of water. The town government has been pursuing grant money and 

has been successful in procuring two grants to help fund the majority of this project. The town 

plans to drill a test well by the Monastery this summer and if it looks promising it will be turned 

into a production well. Thanks to Gail and some other folks the town is getting this at basically 

no cost to the citizens. Gail stated that the town had to come up with matching funds in order to 

receive the grants. The town has received $850,000 and will end up spending approximately 

$90,000, which is a great deal for the town. 

 

Kenton Peterson said he heard the town was going to pipe water to the treatment plant from the 

South Fork River. CM White replied that if we are unable to get a decent source of water with 

the well, then the last and most expensive option would be to draw water from the South Fork 

River and pipe the water over to the treatment plant. This will be very expensive and would 

require upgrades to the treatment plant. 

 

Artie Powell asked for explanation on ownership of where the well is being drilled. CM White 

replied that before he was the owner of the Monastery, the Town had been negotiating with the 

Monks for several years to secure an easement for a pipeline and to secure an easement for three 

separate well sites on their property. In exchange for the town providing culinary water to the 

Monastery, the Monks granted the town an easement for the right-of-way from the river to the 

treatment plant and then three separate well sites with an easement for that transmission line. The 

town has an easement to maintain its infrastructure on that property for perpetuity. As for the 

water rights; the town owns water rights beyond our current needs, so CM White filed a change 

application to locate the South Fork of the Ogden River as an additional source.  
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The town was able to do that because traditionally the river is dry dammed during the summer. 

Last year the Huntsville Irrigation Company put in a pressurized sprinkling system, which made 

their system much more efficient. So theoretically there was now an unused source of water in 

the South Fork River that could be tapped. The change application was approved by the state. 

Huntsville is last in priority, so in times of sever water shortage the town would be kicked out. 

However, the group that does own superior water rights in that location is Huntsville 

Waterworks Co. which is basically the town’s irrigation water. If there was a sever water 

shortage the town could confer its irrigation water over to the culinary water supply. The South 

Fork River would be the backup to the backup plan. At the same time CM White filed a change 

application for the three well sites. The town has a right to take water from any of these sources, 

the spring, the well, the river, or any combination of these sources. Step one-was changing the 

water rights, Step two-was securing funding; this was done through a CIB grant worth $600,000 

which Jeff Holt played a major role in and a CDBG grant which Gail Ahlstrom procured for the 

town worth $250,000.  

 

The easements for the pipelines will run for perpetuity but the easements three well sites, if the 

town doesn’t exercise a well drilling option for the next 10 years, these easements will go away. 

The town plans to drill one of the sites this summer. 

 

Artie Powell said he has heard that Utah has use it or lose it water rights. CM White replied that 

state law says if you don’t put your water rights to use for 7 consecutive years they are forfeited 

for non-use. This statute was amended a couple of years ago and exempted municipalities 

provided that their water rights don’t exceed their projected growth in the next 40 years. 

Huntsville doesn’t have anywhere near that much water. The town’s total water right is around 

500 acre feet of water; the town has 350 water connections. The town could double in size and 

still be able to meet the demand with the current water supply. The Ogden Valley population is 

projected to increase by 800% within the next 20 years. The town doesn’t have enough water to 

accommodate that kind of growth. The town is limited by how much it can grow by its 

geography. The valley can grow but the town doesn’t have to annex those properties. 

 

Liz Poulter asked when the water line replacement project will take place. Gail replied this fall. 

 

Kenton Peterson asked if the town still owns water rights at Hawkin’s Springs. CM White 

answered yes. Because the town isn’t using that spring, it was added to the change application to 

make five points of diversion. Kenton asked if that would be a good spot for a well. CM White 

stated that the town hired hydro-geologists to look at locations that could possibly be accessed 

and the well sites by the Monastery were chosen because they are close to the treatment plant. 

Hawkin’s Springs would be a more expensive option due to the piping it would require. The 

town is willing to look at any option if the well sites fail because the town needs a redundant 

source of water.   

 

CM White stated that the town put together a Water Right Committee with Doug Allen, Bill 

White, Ron Gault, Scott Richardson, and Richard Bay. Richard Bay, who is a part time resident 

and works for Jordan Valley Conservancy District, is an expert in this field and has been guiding 

the committee through the process. This committee put the plan together to hire Stantec 

Engineering firm to do a feasibility study, and Loughlin & Assoc. who specialize in well drilling.   
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Motion to close the Public Hearing and re-convene to Regular Council Meeting: 

CM White made a motion to close the public hearing and re-convene to the regular Council 

meeting. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed. 

 
Council Member Reports:  

*Mayor Pro Tempe Allen: 

Discussion and/or action on Projects determined to be applied for in the CDBG Small Cities 

Program in Program Year 2016: Mayor Pro Tempe Allen asked if there was any more discussion 

about the CDBG projects. There was none. CM White made a motion to adopt the projects 

determined to be applied for in the CDBG Small Cities Program in Program year 2016; the 

well drilling and replacement of a main transmission line as presented. CM Wangsgard 

seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  

 

Roll Call:  CM White Yea  CM Wangsgard Yea 

   CM Allen Yea 

 

Adoption of Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance: 

Gail remarked that about a year ago the Planning Commission reviewed a Flood Damage 

Prevention Ordinance and they trimmed it down to just a couple of sentences saying that 

Huntsville Town adopts Weber Counties Flood Damage Ordinance. Gail went to a class for 

FEMA grant money in Salt Lake and found out that the town can’t apply for any FEMA grant 

money unless the entire ordinance is adopted. Gail will need to send in an application and an 

adopted resolution and ordinance to FEMA and get Huntsville’s name on the list as participating 

in the National Flood Insurance Program. There is no cap on the amount of money the town can 

request from FEMA. CM White mentioned that when this came up before CM Engstrom was the 

only person that had any concerns about adopting the ordinance. He wanted to read through the 

ordinance again. CM White made a motion to adopt the proposed Flood Damage Prevention 

Ordinance as presented. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  

 

Roll Call:  CM White Yea  CM Wangsgard Yea 

   CM Allen Yea 

 

*Council Member White:  

Department Reports: 

CM White had nothing to report. 

 

*Council Member Wangsgard: 

Department Reports: 

CM Wangsgard reported that the Town clean-up day is scheduled for this Saturday at 8:00 am. A 

light breakfast will be served. He plans to work in the playground, pavilions, and rake the 

pinecones. CM Wangsgard spoke with Kenton Peterson and he is willing to help with the 

pruning of trees along First Street. CM Wangsgard stated that the roads in the cemetery were re-

graveled and there is a lot of gravel in the grass along the edges, so he would like to take a crew 

to the cemetery to work on this. CM Wangsgard will have a list of the projects and the people 

who come can sign up for the project they want to work on.  
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CM Wangsgard reported that the Senior Citizens asked if the Council could service lunch on for 

Mother’s Day and he, Wayne Hadley, and Gary Probasco were able to go. 

 

CM Wangsgard reported that there have been a couple of secondary water leaks but they have 

been fixed. Lonny Bailey tilled and leveled the baseball diamond at the park. 

 

Approval of Work Session minutes for meeting held April 7
th

, 2016: 

CM Wangsgard made a motion to approve the minutes for TC meeting held April 7
th

, 2016, as 

prepared. CM White seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  

 

Approval of Town Council minutes for meeting held April 7
th

, 2016: 

CM Wangsgard made a motion to approve the minutes for TC meeting held April 7
th

, 2016, as 

prepared. CM White seconded. All votes aye. Minutes were approved.  

 

Approval of Bills for March, 2016: 

CM White made a motion to approve the bills for March, 2016, as prepared. CM Wangsgard   

seconded. All votes aye. Bills were approved.  

 

Council Member Presentations: 

CM Allen said the re-graveling of the cemetery roads was paid for out of the B&C Road Fund. 

CM Allen said that Wayne Hadley, Gary Probasco, and Dave Booth come up with pretty good 

ideas. The town is lucky to have them as employees.   

 

 

Mayor Pro Tempe Allen mentioned that all items on the agenda have been addressed.  

 

CM Wangsgard made a motion to adjourn. CM White seconded. All votes aye.  

 

Meeting adjourned at    p.m. 

 

_____________________________    ____________________________ 

Gail Ahlstrom, Clerk/Recorder    James A. Truett, Mayor 

 

 

 

  


