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 MINUTES OF THE HUNTSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Thursday, October 6th, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 

Huntsville Town Hall 
 
Present: Mayor James A. Truett 

Council Member Bill Wangsgard 
  Council Member Mike Engstrom  

Council Member Bill White 
  Clerk/Recorder, Gail Ahlstrom 
  Attorney William Morris 
 
Excused:  Council Member Doug Allen  
 
Citizens:   Lt. Jason Talbot  Peter Beneck   Boy Scout Johnny McKinney 
  Scott Richardson  Richard Sorensen Artie Powell 

Brian Cornell   Jeff Hyde 
 
Mayor Truett called the meeting to order and welcomed all the visitors. There is a quorum 
present tonight. CM Doug Allen is excused.  
 
The pledge was led by Boy Scout Johnny McKinney. 
 
Opening Ceremony was led by CM Wangsgard. 
 
Sheriff’s Report:  
Lt. Talbot said the marathon went well, he has heard nothing but great comments made about 
how it was run. Lt. Talbot said his deputies who worked during the marathon all volunteered 
their time because they love the Ogden Valley. If you get a chance, thank them for their time. 
They made two arrests today at the school due to copycat clown threats. There haven’t been any 
legitimate threats; it is mostly on social media. Kids think it’s funny to scare people and they are 
being charged with felonies. The Mayor remarked that the Sheriff’s Dept. has always been good 
to Huntsville Town.  
 
Report on Eagle Scout Project: 
Boy Scout Johnny McKinney said he is here today to report on his Eagle Scout Project of 
painting the fire hydrates. He finished the project in mid-August. A lot of residents asked what 
they were doing but seemed grateful that they hydrants were being cleared and painted, yet the 
dogs weren’t. A dozen scouts helped with the project. It took a couple hours to knock the weeds 
down. Johnny said he is grateful that Huntsville Town trusted him to do this project. He 
requested that the Mayor sign his Eagle Scout application. They painted about 40 hydrants. CM 
Engstrom thanked Jonny for his service to the town. Mayor Truett said this was a great project 
and will greatly benefit the town. 
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Water Updates: 
Scott Richardson remarked that he works with the town’s water system. Scott is requesting an 
approval of up to $4,000 to purchase a line detection system. Abe Wangsgard is looking at the 
quality and price on a system Farmington City just purchased. The water line detection systems 
are made to be able to find wire or magnetic tape that is laid across the top of the water lines. 
Right now the town doesn’t have this type of equipment so the maintenance crew has been doing 
a lot of pot-holing. There hasn’t been a great need up to this point because a lot of the lines in 
town are new.  One of the issues they are having is when blue stakes call and they are making 
guesses on where the lines are.  
 
Scott Richardson updated the Council about the CDBG project to replace the main water line 
through the Jefferson Hunt Campground and the river bottoms. The Forest Service seems willing 
to work with the town. JUB Engineers have supplied the Forest Service with the drawings and 
description of what the project is. The engineers checked with the county on easements that 
existed once but don’t seem to exist anymore. The plan is to connect onto an existing line by 
Chris’ that drops down by some homes. The current line runs diagonal through the camp grounds 
and up by Clark Wangsgard’s. The plan is to follow the old road and come up at 7450; this will 
be less impactful and less expensive. The goal is to use HDPE pipe through the wetlands, the line 
will be trenched. The Forest Service will holding a meeting next week for project approvals, 
Scott will know at that point what needs to be done or if they approve it. Scott is hoping to get 
easements from the Forest Service so the town can get moving on the project this fall. Scott 
reported that applications will be mailed into the Division of Drinking Water for the two river 
crossings and a stream crossing.  
 
Scott reported that the well project should be put out to bid soon. CM White thanked Scott.  
 
*Mayor Truett: 
Pineview Census Report: (See Attachment #1) 
Mayor Truett reported that he and Bill White are part of the Pineview Committee for the upper 
valley.  Over the Labor Day weekend they hired people who were stationed at each boat ramp, 
Cemetery Point, Port Ramp, and Anderson Cove. These people asked questions to boaters using 
the ramps. Port Ramp has 180 parking spots, Cemetery Point has 80, and Anderson Cove has 40. 
50% of the people came on Saturday, 23% came on Sunday, and 24% came on Monday. 80% of 
the people do not have a season pass. The survey was to find out who is coming to Pineview, 
what type of boat they using, the length of the boats, and what they came to Pineview to do. 31% 
came from Davis County, 25% from Weber, 23% from Salt Lake, and 16% from other counties. 
Most of the people using Pineview aren’t even from Weber County. Most of the people came to 
Pineview to wakeboard or tube. CM White said it is interesting to see that only 25% of the 
people using Pineview are from Weber County, 75% of the people are from Davis or Salt Lake 
County. This is very telling about the popularity of the dam. Lt. Talbot said these stats are just 
talking about boats not people, if you count the people the numbers would be even higher.  
Ogden City set up a DUI checkpoint at the mouth of the canyon and there were 17-18 DUI’s 
coming off of Pineview. 
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Marathon Update: 
Mayor Truett said the day of the marathon was a great day, with nice cool temps at the start and 
the finish wasn’t hot. The marathon date was moved up one week. Attendance was down a little 
because of X-terra and Top of Utah events. A lot of people asked why the marathon was moved 
up a week; the answer is that it’s about qualifying for the Boston Marathon.  24% of the runners 
in the Huntsville Marathon qualify for the Boston Marathon, most marathons average 11%. The 
last four years of the Huntsville Marathon, if you qualify for Boston you couldn’t run Boston for 
two years because the Huntsville Marathon missed the cut off date by one week. By moving the 
date up a week, runners can choose whether to run Boston in 2017 or 2018.  
 
The marathon committee is still waiting for some bills to come in. Huntsville’s cut will be a little 
less than last year because of lower attendance. Mayor Truett stated that he was in St. George 
last week for their packet pick up to help advertise the Huntsville Marathon. The Huntsville 
Marathon is doing something that no one else is doing, and that’s the “Boston Qualifier 
Guarantee”.  If you sign up for the Huntsville marathon and have never ran in Boston, and within 
the last two years you have run within 10 minutes of Boston’s qualifying time, if you pay for the 
Huntsville marathon and don’t qualify for Boston, Huntsville marathon will give you your 
money back. This year they returned money to four people.  
 
Citizen Comment: (See Attachment #2) 
Richard Sorensen addressed the Council. “Gentlemen, thanks for your service to the town, I, 
more than anyone, know how thankless your job is, and you’ve earned your massive paycheck 
over the past year. Several weeks ago, we lost a great man and friend in Jack Davis. Jack often 
approached the town council with concerns, but he was always well prepared, had his comments 
written down, and most importantly, had some clear recommendations to resolve his concerns. In 
honor of Dr. Davis, I will read my comments. The comments are not meant as a criticism, but as 
a historical reference. Eleven years ago this month, I had a moment of weakness and felt it was 
my turn to serve the citizens of the town I love. I began campaigning for a seat on the town 
council. At that time, there was a certain level of distrust in our local government, and many felt 
that the town’s business was being conducted under a cloak of secrecy. The town was greatly 
divided at that time, and I set some goals to increase transparency in our local government. 
Ultimately, I took office the next January.  
 
By March of so of that year, 2006 I believe, Council members at that time, Jim Truett, Ron 
Gault, and I, had made great progress in meeting those goals of transparency, most of which 
were by a split vote of 2-3. We upgraded the old 1970’s vintage garage band style cassette 
recording system that was essentially worthless for anyone to hear the playback, to a digital, state 
of the art iPod type recorder. We also upgraded the microphones, courtesy of the Hi Fi Shop. 
These improvements made it so one could actually hear what was being recorded, and surely 
made Gail’s job easier when trying to transcribe the minutes.  
 
Next, we did a complete makeover of the town’s website and added a section to include the 
agendas, minutes, and recordings of all town meetings. Faced with opposition, we posted the 
recordings on the new website for all to hear. We also added a posting board on the side of the 
town hall, so notices could be viewed for those who do not use the internet.  
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We also created the town email list, and regularly sent reminders of the meetings, and often, 
even the agendas of important meetings. Something magical happened. Over time, people 
stopped attending the meetings because the watchdogs gained a new trust in their government. 
They liked how the town was operating and decided they had better things to do on a Thursday 
night than monitor the council meetings. In the ensuing years, the division within the town 
waned, Jim Truett became Mayor and the town slowly became unified. 
 
Fast forward to a few weeks ago. A lot of big changes were happening in town with regard to 
two commercial developments, probably the biggest changes and projects in the history of the 
town. I visited the town website to review minutes and recordings of recent meetings, and was 
surprised that many files were missing or not updated. I contacted Lane Hoyt and he posted one 
of the meeting’s recordings the next day for me. Fast forward again to a couple of days ago, and 
I once again visited the website to review minutes and recordings. I was disappointed to find that 
the last minutes posted are from June 16th while the last recordings were July 21st. Three to four 
months behind at a time when Huntsville has experienced extensive change. Someone who has 
not attended every meeting has virtually no way of finding out what has happened in Huntsville. 
The lack of transparency leads to rumors and embellishments.  
 
Yesterday, I just happened to be at the town hall for a marathon meeting and saw an agenda for 
tonight’s town council meeting. I reviewed the agenda and saw a few important agenda items. 
Later last night, I wondered if the agenda for the meeting had been posted, since other pertinent 
items on the website were not up to date. Sure enough, no agenda on the website. Curious, I 
checked the state website for public notices, and once again, nothing. I went to the town posting 
board on the side of the town hall as well as the post office, and neither had the agenda posted. I 
believe the state requires that meetings must have an agenda posted at least 24 hours prior to the 
meeting. I don’t believe that this meeting was properly posted. Suggestions: I am certainly not 
pointing fingers. We all have lives and stuff happens. However, I believe that keeping the 
website up to date will make your lives easier and will squelch rumors. That said, if the meeting 
was not properly posted, I would recommend and suggest that you table the important land use 
action items on tonight’s agenda. I remember that our former attorney, CM Engstrom’s father, 
was always adamant that we could not take action on an item that was not on the agenda or that 
was not properly noticed. Thank you for your time and consideration.”  
 
Gail remarked that the TC have not approved minutes from July, August, and September. She 
doesn’t know what’s happening because she did send the agenda to Lane and she did post the 
agenda on the state website, and she did deliver the agenda to the post office yesterday. Gail said 
she usually burns the CD of the meeting and delivers it to Lane on the Monday or Tuesday 
following the TC meetings. Gail will talk to Lane to see if he is having more health issues and if 
he wants to continue managing the website. 
 
Attorney Bill Morris said there is nothing in the state law that would prevent Council Members 
from approving minutes from a meeting they didn’t attend, unless the town has this as an internal 
policy. CM White asked if the issue has been resolved as to whether this meeting was properly 
posted. Gail stated that she posts the agendas at the Town Hall, Post Office, the town’s website 
and the state website. Due to the town’s low population she is not required to post on the state 
website but she has been doing it.  
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Attorney Morris recommended continuing with the discussion but table the Land Use items.  
If someone comes in on the ordinance, it’s a pending ordinance, so the pending ordinance law 
applies, which means no one can make application for something that is in the process of being 
amended, such as the B&B, the ordinance pre-dates any application. The fact that the Town 
Government has been working on the ordinance amendments means the changes pre-date any 
application. CM White clarified that someone won’t have vested right just because they filed an 
application.  
 
*Council Member Engstrom: 
Discussion and/or action regarding Title 15.6.2.H: R-1 Uses: (See Attachment #3) 
CM Engstrom said his first item is the pending Land Use Ordinance as it pertains to B&B 
businesses in an R-1 zone. This ordinance was sent to the PC to review in their September 
meeting. CM Engstrom read from his notes, the consensus feeling is that the current restrictions 
on B&B’s, if operated  per these restrictions are acceptable as is, changing the ordinance would 
adversely affect the citizens who would operate in accordance to this ordinance. Those who 
would use this as a loop hole would still find a loop hole and would simply need to be prosecuted 
for their violations. The PC made a motion not to change the ordinance as it references to 
B&B’s. The PC felt that the restrictions on a B&B are actually listed in the ordinances; there 
needs to be two parking spaces for the family plus one parking space for a guest, no parking on 
public roads, proprietor must occupy the property, must obtain a business license, and guest 
cannot rent a room for more than 7 consecutive nights. The PC felt that the existing restrictions 
are good. If someone was trying to use the B&B angle to create a VRBO then the town would 
simply have to prosecute.  
 
Mayor Truett said the town passed an ordinance that says you can’t rent your house out for less 
than 30 days at a time to try to stop homes from being rented out. Mayor Truett was looking at 
the B&B’s and felt that all someone needed to do was get a business license then they could rent 
their house out and run it as a VRBO. From what CM Engstrom is saying the PC feels there is 
enough teeth in the current ordinance. Attorney Morris said the current regulation has good 
requirements; PC has merit in their argument. The town government is not trying to discourage 
B&B’s they just want to prevent VRBO’s. Attorney Morris said he will take the proposed 
ordinance and make a couple minor changes to it, such as: proprietor must be on-site when 
guests are present. Attorney Morris mentioned that the number of B&B’s can be regulated based 
on population, one B&B per 100 homes, which limits the B&B’s to what the town currently has. 
 
CM Engstrom said in any case the citizens can petition the town government to change the law. 
CM White recommended shooting as close as possible to what we want. Artie said when this 
was brought up in the PC meeting he thought the town government was restricting B&B’s too 
much. There may be people in town that might want to have a B&B in the future. It’s not the 
B&B’s that are causing the problems its VRBO. Crafting an ordinance to meet what’s already in 
town isn’t right. The difference between a B&B and a vacation rental is that there is someone on 
site. Attorney Morris will amend the ordinance. The PC held a public hearing on this item. 
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Discussion and/or action on Allowable Use Table: (See Attachment #4 & #5) 
CM Engstrom referred to Attachment #4 the first part of the sentence referring to B&B’s was not 
correct and was crossed out. The PC has recommended that uses for Hotel/Motel and Inn’s with 
fewer than 16 rooms, and Hotel, Motel or Inn with 16 rooms or more be Not Permitted in all 
zones. With the thought process that as things change and the town annex’s large portions of 
property, at that point if someone comes to the town government with a great idea the town 
might want to introduce more hotels.  The PC also recommended changing the wording for the 
use: Short Term Loans & Title to Short Term Loans & Title Loans and to make the use in all 
zones Not Permitted. These items will be placed on the next TC agenda for action. The PC held a 
public hearing on this item. 
 
Discussion and/or action on title 15.6.7: Side Yard Setbacks. (See Attachment #4) 
CM Engstrom reported that a public hearing was also held on Title 15.6.7: Side Yard Setbacks. 
The PC has been working on the verbiage for this item for months trying to write the ordinance 
to set the setback at 10’ without listing a bunch of exceptions. They couldn’t figure out what to 
do with the eaves of a house. The current ordinance states the 10’ setback is measured from the 
foundation to the wall. CM Engstrom read the proposed wording: “The measurement can be 
made from the foundation wall. The only portion of the structure allowed to violate the 10’ 
setback is a roof eave extending out 18 inches or less.” Before this it was allowed to violate with 
a porch or a covered patio, and those have been removed from the verbiage. Want 10 feet to 
protect the neighbor. This item will be placed on the next TC agenda for action. 
 
CM Engstrom reported that he was tasked with writing a flyer to remind people about some of 
the most egregious violations in town such as: unleashed dogs, alleyways, noise violations, four 
wheelers and golf carts. He will write something up and get it into the newsletter.  
 
*Council Member White:  
Water Updates: 
CM White made a motion to approve the expenditure up to $4,000 to purchase a line 
detection system for the water department. CM Engstrom seconded. All votes aye. Motion 
passed. 
 

Roll Call: Mayor Truett  Yea  CM Allen   Excused 
   CM White  Yea  CM Engstrom  Yea 
   CM Wangsgard  Yea 
 
*Council Member Wangsgard: 
Department Reports:  
CM Wangsgard reported that the roof at the treatment plant needs to be replaced, but it was 
going to quite expensive and the budget is tight. So CM Wangsgard helped Jr. Shupe replace 
missing shingles, caulked and re-fastened loose shingles. The roof should be good for two years. 
Mayor Truett asked CM Wangsgard to talk to the treasurer Linda Laws about adding the re-
roofing of this building to the Capital Improvement Plan budget.  
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CM Wangsgard reported that the secondary water will be turned off tomorrow. There will still be 
some water in the pond for a couple of days. This notice was added to the newsletter and Gail 
will send out a mass email to let the citizens know.   
 
CM Wangsgard reported that he attended the annual conference for Mosquito Abatement in 
Midway this last week.  
 
Approval of Town Council Minutes for meeting held September 1st, 2016: 
CM Wangsgard made a motion to approve the Town Council minutes for meeting held 
September 1st, 2016, as prepared. CM Engstrom seconded. Minutes were approved. 
 
Approval of Town Council Minutes for meeting held August 4th, 2016: 
CM Wangsgard made a motion to approve the Town Council minutes for meeting held August 
4th, 2016, as prepared. CM Engstrom seconded. Minutes were approved. 
 
Approval of Town Council Minutes for meeting held July 21st, 2016: 
CM White made a motion to approve the Town Council minutes for meeting held July 21th, 
2016, as prepared. CM Engstrom seconded. Minutes were approved. 
 
Council Presentations: 
CM Engstrom stated that the PC is working on verbiage for an ordinance change to allow a person to 
have a business sign when their residential property is along the highway as long as the business 
license is tied to that property.  
 
Citizen Comments: 
There was none.  
 
CM White made a motion to adjourn. CM Wangsgard seconded. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
_____________________________    ____________________________ 
Gail Ahlstrom, Clerk/Recorder    James A. Truett, Mayor 
 
 
 
  


