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MINUTES OF THE HUNTSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Thursday, September 1st, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 

Huntsville Town Hall 
 

Town Council: Mayor James A. Truett 
Council Member Mike Engstrom  

 Council Member Bill Wangsgard 
 Clerk/Recorder Gail Ahlstrom 
 Attorney William Morris 

 
Excused:     Council Member Bill White 
   Council Member Doug Allen 

  
Citizens:  Richard Sorensen Britain Sorensen Brian Cornell 
   Ruston McKay Dave Booth  
  
 
Mayor Truett called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. There is a quorum 
present.  
 
The pledge was led by Britain Sorensen. 
 
Opening Ceremony was led by CM Wangsgard.  
  
Citizen Comments: 
Ruston McKay wanted to say he attended the PC meeting and he supports what the PC came up 
with in regards to the proposed amendments on height regulations. The PC spent a lot of time 
coming up with the verbiage. 
 
Council Member Reports:  
*Mayor Truett:  
Department Reports: 
Mayor Truett reported that the Huntsville Marathon will be held on September 17th. A lot of hard 
work and effort has gone into this event. There are about 1300 runners signed up.  
 
Mayor McKay went over the financial report for the 4th of July.  (See Attachment #1) The 
auction proceeds were $4,657 this was down from last year, booth rentals brought in $2,161, the 
breakfast brought in $7,052 the number of people eating breakfast was down by about 500. CM 
Engstrom said they served about 2700 people breakfast this year, which is down from last year’s 
3200. The breakfast wasn’t advertised this year. CM Engstrom said there will be pressure to 
reinstate giving the runners a free breakfast. He plans to do an early bird special of $1 off for 
people who eat before 8:00. The town spent $3250 on entertainment for the DJ and Hypnotist. 
Zion’s Bank donated $5,000 to the fireworks. The town gave out $250 for the speech and film 
contests. The fun run brought in $3,900. The parades income and expenses evened out. The town 
made $884 on pop and ice cream sold out of the ice shack.  
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Star Primm had a great idea for the Community Foundation of Ogden Valley (CFOV) event, she 
sold tickets for the inflatable toys on the 4th of July and that booth brought in $2,000 which will 
turn into $4,000 when the CFOV match these funds raised for the park. The train made $128. 
The total income for the 2016 4th of July was $39,756; expenses were $31,278 for net proceeds 
of $8,477 this was down $2,000 from last year. There were no issues with parking this year.  
 
*Council Member Wangsgard: 
Department Reports: 
CM Wangsgard said he got the message about the CERT meeting Sept 9th at 10:00 CERT. CM 
Wangsgard reported that he picked up the CERT supplies and put them in the storage room. The 
supplies that were in good shape from the old trailer will go into the new trailer. Tadd Judd has 
been hired to build shelves inside the CERT trailer.  
 
CM Wangsgard reported that he has been in touch with Animal Control because of some dog 
problems. There are a couple of dogs that have become quite aggressive. One dog actually bit 
CM White, and that dog has been put down. There is a bulldog on 500 S. that residents have 
complained about and Gil Burkman has two dogs that are not being controlled. The Cox kids are 
walking home through a field because they are afraid to walk past their house. Animal control 
needs two complaints about a dog before they can do anything.  
 
CM Wangsgard reported that Mosquito Abatement will be holding meetings October 2-4 in SLC, 
this is a three day seminar. 
 
CM Wangsgard would like to talk to the Council about the Ogden Valley General Plan; there are 
some things that really concern him such as; a valley wide sewer system and the change in size 
for building lots. They seem to be more concerned about the developers than the local residents. 
 
*Council Member Engstrom:  
Department Reports: 
CM Engstrom reported on the last PC meeting. Bryann and Rebecca Hendricks are considering 
purchasing the home at 6500 E. and 100 S. They would like to subdivide this property from one 
lot to two and build another home. The PC looked at the proposal and didn’t see any issues. Dave 
Booth presented his Conditional Use Permit application and it was reviewed by the PC and they 
recommended it be forwarded to the TC for final approval.  
 
Barry Whitehead purchased the home at 312 S. 7400 E. they are living in it. Barry wants to build 
a two car garage on the SW corner of the property. Their Land Use Permit was approved and 
Barry understands that they can’t make the garage into a second living quarter. The standard that 
the PC applies as to whether this is a second living quarter is if there are kitchen facilities.  
 
Corinn Sebaske purchased the home at 200 N. 6764 E. She wants to extend her garage to the 
west about 5-6 feet. This would allow a 14’ wide garage to be a 22’ garage. Corinn didn’t come 
completely prepared for the PC meeting and has requested a special PC meeting for Sept. 7.   
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Discussion and/or action on Conditional Use Permit for Dave Booth: (498 S. 7700 E.) 
(See Attachment #2) CM Engstrom went over Dave Booth’s CUP. There are seven buildings 
planned for the four acre parcel; a bank, a community center, a small café/grocery store, and 
three retail stores, and one medical center. Hours of operation will be 6 am to 10 pm. It will be 
designed to fit in and looks like a residential subdivision. Dave has provided the PC with 
engineering, storm water, and septic plans. Dave also provided the “will serve” letters from the 
electric company and health department. Dave said he is working with a marketing agency to 
line up the businesses. Dave is planning to build the grocery store and community center first. 
The grocery store will be 4,000 sq. ft. and will have a café in it and America First Credit Union 
has expressed a desire to be in that same building.  
 
Ron mentioned that the PC recommended adding the verbiage “Applicant understands that only 
uses in Table 15-1 of Title 15 will be allowed and the use identified in the business license 
permit.” CM Engstrom made a motion to approve Dave Booth’s Pineview Village 
Commercial Subdivision Conditional Use Permit application as modified in this meeting. 
CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  
 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Excused 
CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Excused 
CM Wangsgard Yea 

 
Discussion and/or action on proposed amendments to Title 15.8.6: (See Attachment #3) 
CM Engstrom said the PC held a public hearing on the proposed amendments to Title 15.8.6: 
Height Restrictions. He read the recommended verbiage: “No building or structure shall be 
erected to a height greater than two and one-half stories or thirty-five feet unless the height is for 
a single unique architectural feature in a commercial zone, recommended by the Planning 
Commission and approved by the Town Council The unique structure height cannot exceed 40 
feet, be no greater in area than 150 sq. ft., and be greater in length than 15 feet (e.g. bell tower, 
etc.) There shall not be more than one unique structure per acre.” CM Engstrom would like to 
change “one” unique structure to “two” to allow for a little more leeway, change “15” feet in 
length to “20” feet in length 
 
CM Engstrom made a motion to amend Title 15.8.6 as follows: “No building or structure 
shall be erected to a height greater than two and one half (2 ½) stories or thirty-five feet 
(35) unless the height is for a unique architectural feature(s) in a Commercial (C-1) Zone, 
recommended by the PC and approved by the TC. The unique structure(s) height cannot 
exceed forty feet (40), be no greater in area than 150 sq. ft. each and no greater in length 
than 20 feet each (e.g. bell tower, etc.) There shall not be more than two unique structures 
per acre.” 
 
CM Wangsgard seconded. Mayor Truett said he reviewed this recommendation from the PC the 
other day and feels that the PC did a great job. However he likes the additional changes 
suggested tonight. CM Engstrom said he doesn’t want to ignore what the PC recommended but 
he wanted to give the developer a little more latitude. The development this ordinance will effect 
is the Hyde’s. The Hyde’s current plan is to have five architectural features so he will have to 
make some compromise.  



Page 4 of 6 
 

This will be a commercial development surrounded by residential. The PC is trying to control the 
development so it fits and feels right amongst the residential homes. Mayor Truett stated that this 
is where the PC can have their say in what they want the development will look like. There was a 
call on the motion. All votes aye. Motion passed.  
 

Roll Call:  Mayor Truett  Yea  CM White Excused 
CM Engstrom  Yea  CM Allen Excused 
CM Wangsgard Yea 
 

Council Member Presentations: 
Mayor Truett stated that the Council has been challenged the past few years with second homes, 
and people renting out their second homes, and people challenging the ordinances. The TC 
thought they came up with a good compromise by adopting an ordinance that says a property 
owner cannot rent out their home for less than 30 days at a time. The Mayor thinks the B&B 
issue was overlooked because residents have been asking, how come B&B’s in an R-1 zone can 
rent out rooms simply because they have a business license, they want to know if they can get a 
business license and rent out their homes. Mayor Truett asked Attorney Bill Morris to look the 
existing ordinance over to make sure it complies with State code. If the Council likes the 
recommendations then it will be sent to the PC for a public hearing. (See Attachment #4)  
 
Mayor Truett said the proposed changes to Title 15.6.2: Use Regulations are that H. Residential 
Zone Bed and Breakfast, was deleted and B&B’s was added to N. Hotel, Motels, “B&B’s”, and 
condominiums are not allowed in the R-1 zone. This basically restricts B&B’s from the R-1 
zone. The two existing B&B’s will be grandfathered. The Mayor feels that this will help protect 
the town. CM Engstrom said this is quite a policy change, he would be curious to hear what the 
residents feel about this. 
 
Ron commented that reference to B&B’s should still be in the ordinance because there are two 
existing B&B’s that need to comply to ordinance restrictions. The wording could be changed to 
“only B&B’s existing prior to September 2016 will be allowed to continue to operate as a B&B. 
This will be sent to the PC for their review. CM Engstrom said if this proposed amendment is 
adopted B&B’s in an R-1 zone will need to be removed from the Allowable Use Table. 
 
Approval of Work Session minutes for meeting held May 31st, 2016: 
CM Engstrom made a motion to approve the minutes for the WS meeting held on, May 31st, 
2016, as prepared. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  
 
Approval of Town Council minutes for meeting held July 21st, 2016: 
This item was tabled.  
 
Approval of Bills for July, 2016: 
CM Wangsgard made a motion to approve the bills for July, 2016 as prepared. CM Engstrom 
seconded. All votes aye. Motion passed.  
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Citizen Comments:  
Ruston McKay commented that in a recent town council meeting it was suggested that a 24 hour 
on-site manager would not be needed for the new hotel. Every hotel in the world has a 24 hour 
on-site manager to handle any problems or needs that inevitably occur. 
 
Let me just suggest a possible example. Let’s say that a guest in the hotel decides to play very 
loud music outside at midnight. Normally, the 24 hour on-site manager of the hotel would talk to 
the guest and handle the situation. The burden to manage any situation like this would now fall to 
the local residents. 
 
It was recently made public that Wal-Mart burdens the local police and taxpayers by having the 
local police be the security for their stores thru constant calls to the police for every security 
issue. The burden to taxpayers is now more than just the cost of the officer’s time but also the 
loss of the use of the officer for patrolling and other duties. For example, recently a SLC officer 
spent 6 hours taking care of $15.27 worth of stolen items. The local resources are being 
consumed by 1 business. The information states that officers are called multiple times during a 
shift. 
 
I don’t think that the burden of 24 hour on-site management should be placed on the local 
residents and local police force. The owner of the hotel should be responsible for 24 hour on-site 
management. I suggest that it be stipulated in some way that either through the business license 
of building permit that the owner of the hotel must provide 24 hour on-site management.  
 
Ruston also commented on signs he has seen in Town about Huntsville being included in the 
proposal to make the Ogden Valley one park district. It appears that the main reason for this 
inclusion would be to obtain more funds for the park. Ruston said he is very much opposed to 
this proposal and thinks that if other residents understood the ramifications that surrendering our 
park will have to our community, they would be opposed to it as well.  
 
Once you surrender control of our park to the state, you will never be able to reverse that. More 
importantly, surrendering our park would ultimately eliminate any controls to reduce negative 
impacts to local residents. Several years ago the local residents had quite a bit of trouble with the 
balloon festival. As a result, we no longer participate in the balloon festival. If the state 
controlled our park, we could have endless events that we have no say about regardless of the 
negative impact to local residents. Those who live next to the park would bear the brunt of the 
burden. The fact that multiple large events like the 4th of July celebration would certainly 
overwhelm our little community. Ruston asked if there are any public meetings that will be held 
where the residents could gather more information regarding this proposal.   
 
Mayor Truett said right now Huntsville citizens pay $77 in tax annually that goes towards the 
park. What they are trying to do is establish a valley wide park district. An example would be if 
you owned a $315,000 home there would be a tax of about $22 that would go to the parks. So 
Huntsville resident’s taxes would go down. There will be two boards; one board would represent 
all of the parks, and after the taxes came in, they would decide which park would receive funding 
for improvements to their parks. This would mean everyone in the Ogden Valley would share in 
the cost of the parks, since everyone uses them.  
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The average the town would receive is $33,000 in addition to the private things the town does 
like, pavilion reservations and events. The other board would be Huntsville Town’s, Liberty’s, 
and Eden Parks. That way no one can tell the town what can or cannot be held here. The Town 
won’t lose control of the park; things will run the same as they are today. Any funds raised or 
donations made for Huntsville the Town will keep. Ruston said he heard that this will be a State 
Park District that is taxed by the county, with local management. CM Engstrom commented that 
he asked CM White what he thought about this idea and his comment was that the concept 
sounds good, but the devil’s in the details. The Town doesn’t have all the details yet. Once Eden 
and Liberty combine as a park district then the Town will have the option to join. The citizens 
will be notified of any public meetings concerning the creation of a park district. Mayor Truett 
stated that half of the homes in the valley aren’t paying into any park district right now.  
 
 
Mayor Truett mentioned that all items on the agenda have been addressed.  
 
 
CM Engstrom made a motion to adjourn. CM Wangsgard seconded. All votes aye.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
_____________________________    ____________________________ 
Gail Ahlstrom, Clerk/Recorder    James A. Truett, Mayor 
 
 
 
  


